THE LEAVEN OF THE GOSPEL, ETC.

of the human race are now in extreme
destitution, and those who are not in
very straightened circumstances mani-
fest great wrath towards each other, and
war and cruelty are the consequent re-
sults. Millions and millions of funds
are diverted from the industrial chan-
nels and invested in the operations of
war, leaving multitudes of people in a
state of utmost destitution.

The grain ports of Russia have been
closed for a long time, the war ques-
tion continues to grow still more com-
plete, and as the perplexity increases,
multitudes more are deprived of nec-
essary food. These derangements are
constantly increasing, and will increase;
and the time is not far distant when mil-
lions of people will fly to these Valleys
as the only peaceful, plentiful place of
refuge. Then it becomes the Saints to
store up food for themselves, and for the
hosts who will come here for sustenance
and protection, for as the Lord lives they
will flow here by thousands and millions,
and seek bread and protection at the
hands of this people.

Ilately asked one of the brethren why
he had not built a house; said he, "I
thought we might be driven away from
here, and I should lose my labor." You
can understand what I think about be-
ing driven, for I calculate that the Lord
has got His children into the mountains
where He can handle them at His plea-
sure, and He is perfectly willing that
we should stay here and will not suffer
our enemies to drive us, unless we rebel
against Him, and I do not presume that
we shall do that. We are so nicely sit-
uated that when a man gets uneasy, or
feels like leaving, he can travel over the
rim of the Basin and disappear in the far-
off regions of gold and plenty, where the
comforts of life abound, and that is all he
cares about.

When a man apostatizes from this
Church, rejects the authorities of the
Priesthood and rebels against the
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principles of the Gospel, he cares no
more for anything spiritual, or what per-
tains to pure religion, than the wild bull
of the plains. All he cares about is to sat-
isfy his appetites, gratify his lusts and be
filled with the good things of the earth. I
have heard numbers of such persons say,
"From this day on I care nothing about
religion: it is only for myself, my fam-
ily, and the things we can get, that I
care about." When a man begins to think
that brother Brigham is stringent in his
measures, and to feel that there is not
room enough, that he cannot get enough
land, the next thing is he will be seen
drunk in San Bernardino, or somewhere
else, although he did not go there with
the intent to get drunk, but that is the
natural result of losing the spirit of the
Almighty. It actually does seem that the
Lord has placed us in the most complete
position for getting rid of all such charac-
ters, and occasional seasons of scarcity,
occasional dry years, occasional visits of
grasshoppers, and an occasional severe
winter, produce constant annoyance in
the minds of those who wish to get into a
paradise in a hurry. If those who are dis-
posed to complain will but reflect a little,
they will understand that we are actu-
ally situated in the best country in the
world.

Do any of you recollect when you used
to have the ague THIRTEEN months in
the year? Do you recollect of ever call-
ing upon an Elder to lay hands on the
sick, and of his beginning to shake while
he was attending to the ordinances? Can
you not recollect that at times, in Nau-
voo, there would not be a house without
two or three sick persons in it a great
portion of the year? And when a heavy
person died there, do you not remember
that it was as much as we could do to
get enough men round the coffin to lift
it, because we all were so used up with
the ague, and were so very sickly? Is
it so now? Are nine out of ten of the



