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were there, who came with me, who
agreed with me. I was told that I was
no farmer, though they would admit that
I had a little experience in preaching.

It was urged that my advice, if
adopted, would be equivalent to ruining
the settlement, consequently, to avoid
a general murmuring throughout the
camp, it was concluded to fence in 6,000
acres.

We have worked at that job from that
day to this, and have not yet had an acre
of land securely fenced. They have now
come to the conclusion to adopt the iden-
tical plan suggested at first, and to fence
in a section of land to begin with.

There has been a constant complaint
about selling the land for fencing, quar-
relling here and there about cattle do-
ing mischief, and they have become thor-
oughly converted to the doctrine I recom-
mended. Experience had to teach them
the lesson, though it was not so much ex-
perience with me, for my father taught
me that a man could not raise a crop with
any certainty unless he first fenced his
land, and it was considered one of the
most ridiculous things a man could be
guilty of, in a new country, to plant a crop
and let the cattle destroy it for want of a
fence. Some settlements have made tol-
erably good fences, but as a general thing
the poles are stretched too long for their
size, the points sag down, and should
a cow or an ox happen to pass by such
an apology for a fence, and understand
that it was designed to keep out animals,
they would be insulted, and, were it not
against the law to fight a duel, you might
expect such cow or ox to give you a chal-
lenge for such gross insult. The inhabi-
tants of this County, perhaps, know bet-
ter how their fences look than I do. I am
going to advise my brethren, the farm-
ers, if they have more land than they
can fence, to sell, rent, or throw it out to

the commons, and secure one acre at
least, and from that to ten, or as much
as they can actually enclose as it should
be, and then cultivate it in good style. Do
not haul off the straw to burn, but save it
all, and all the manure you can produce.
In this way Zion can be made to blossom
as a rose, and the beauty of Zion will be-
gin to shine forth like the morning, and if
the brethren have not learned by experi-
ence that this is the course to pursue, by
that time they will learn it. I presume
a great many have become satisfied that
it would be better to avoid many of these
annoyances.

There has been some grumbling, in
many of the settlements, that the In-
dians destroy the crops, that they go
through the fences and let their horses
into the fields. It has been in my way, fre-
quently, to look at these fields, and, as a
general thing, there was no fence there,
or, if a fence at all, not such an one as
would induce any person to go round it.
The leaving of bars, the throwing down
of fences have been as often through the
carelessness and neglect of white men as
of Indians.

On one occasion last season, I heard
a tremendous complaint brought up in
meeting, that the Indians had done great
damage by throwing their fences down
and turning their horses into the fields,
but before the meeting was dismissed
it was made apparent that the Indians
only traveled the path made by the white
man, and were actually more careful
than many white men, for they had been
seen to take down the fence and put it
up again, when white men would take
it down and leave it so, or break it by
driving over. I recommend, as a system
of economy, that we commence from the
year 1856 to avoid these errors, these
blunders, that we may escape the results
flowing from them.

There is another thing that I think
by this time has become understood


