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kicked up a considerable breeze, and
Thomas B. Marsh then declared that he
would sustain the character of his wife,
even if he had to go to hell for it.

The then President of the Twelve
Apostles, the man who should have been
the first to do justice and cause repara-
tion to be made for wrong, committed by
any member of his family, took that po-
sition, and what next? He went before
a magistrate and swore that the "Mor-
mons" were hostile towards the State of
Missouri.

That affidavit brought from the gov-
ernment of Missouri an exterminating
order, which drove some 15,000 Saints
from their homes and habitations, and
some thousands perished through suf-
fering the exposure consequent on this
state of affairs.

Do you understand what trouble was
consequent to the dispute about a pint of
strippings? Do you understand that the
want of fences around gardens, fields,
and yards, in town and country, allow-
ing cattle to get into mischief and into
the stray pen, may end in some serious
result? That the corroding influence of
such circumstances may be brought to
bear upon us, in such a way that we
may lose the Spirit of the Almighty and
become hostile to the people? And if
we should not bring about as mighty re-
sults as the pint of strippings, yet we
might bring entire destruction to our-
selves. If you wish to enjoy your reli-
gion and the Spirit of the Almighty, you
must make your calculations to avoid an-
noyances, as much as possible. When
brother Brigham was anxious to have
men take ten acres of land each and
fence it, many thought that he was be-
hind the times. The result is, from the
time I came into the Valleys, in 1849,
to the present, I never have been to the
big field south of this City, or around
or through it when it was fenced, and
if any other man has seen it fenced, he

has seen it at some time when I did not.
The reason of this is, and has been, ei-
ther we undertake to accomplish more
than we can do, or neglect to do our duty
in many respects.

In traveling through the other set-
tlements you find similar difficulties. I
do know that there has been more quar-
relling, faultfinding, and complaining,
throughout the settlements south of this
County, in consequence of bad fences, in
consequence of men neglecting to fence
their fields and secure their crops, than
from almost any other source of annoy-
ance.

People have undertaken to fence far
more land than they have ever tried to
cultivate as it should be.

Brother Kimball requested me to
preach on matters of policy, and I have
come to the conclusion that the best pol-
icy is to undertake to cultivate a little
land, and to fence and cultivate it as it
should be, and to only keep as many cat-
tle as we can take care of, and keep from
destroying our neighbors crops. In that
way I believe we will be able to avoid
a good many annoyances, and to adopt
a great deal better policy than we now
have in those respects. In the City of
Provo, there has been more grain de-
stroyed, every year since I first went
there, than has been saved, and the main
cause has been the want of proper fences.

In the commencement of new settle-
ments, we have generally committed an
error in undertaking to fence too large
a field. When we first established the
settlement of Parowan, in Iron County,
the brethren got together in a general
council, and took into consideration the
propriety of fencing a field. I recom-
mended that they should fence 640 acres
with a heavy, substantial fence, and
cultivate it like a garden; and when
that was done, then they might increase
their possessions. There was not half
a dozen men, out of the hundreds who


