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It shows that the leaven is operating,
and I may say gives fair and conclusive
ground upon which to expect that the
whole lump will eventually be leavened.

The condition of our Territory, the na-
ture of our soil, the peculiarities of our
climate, appear as if designed expressly
by the Almighty for the fulfillment of this
prophesy, and the upbuilding of the king-
dom of heaven in the last days.

It matters not what corner of the
earth men come from, unless they pos-
sess the spirit of the leaven of truth they
will remain but a short time in these
mountains before they begin to consider
it the wrong place, for the leaven is work-
ing, they cannot quite endure the climate
and the peculiarities of the country, or
something of the kind, and off they go.

On account of our altitude we are
most advantageously situated for the
drainage of the filth, scum, and corrup-
tion, when it accumulates to a certain
extent, for it flows off in different direc-
tions, thus leaving the people of the king-
dom remaining as it were alone.

Could anyone have supposed that,
when the proclamation of the Gospel was
commenced twenty-six years ago, the
people who would receive that testimony
would be knocking for admittance into
the national confederacy as an indepen-
dent State?

Had it then been predicted, proph-
esied, or proclaimed to the world, that
such would be the case, the very
strangeness of the matter, the difficulty
of the task, the unheard of idea, would
have been so great an apparent absur-
dity that men, who would have believed
it, would have been considered greater
fools than those were deemed who re-
ceived the testimony of the Prophet con-
cerning the ministry of angels.

We stand here today a great and
mighty people, the servants of the

Most High God, and almost every sin-
gle circumstance, which has occurred
from that time to this, has had a ten-
dency to condense us together, to unite
us more and more, and to place us in
circumstances and situations to spread
forth the curtains of Zion, to enlarge her
habitations, to lengthen her cords and
strengthen her Stakes, and to make the
place of the feet of the Saints glorious.

Such, then, is the present aspect of
affairs. Much has been done, and much
now remains for us to do. The great work
has only just commenced. When we en-
tered into this Church we began our ed-
ucation, and it frequently happens that
two or three years, and perhaps more,
have to be spent in unlearning what we
had learned amiss.

The human mind is wonderfully sus-
ceptible and tenacious of traditions, and
whatever may have been our traditions,
it is an extremely difficult task for us, as
human beings, to dispense with our tra-
ditions at once. They will hang about us,
we will retain them, more or less, hence
it often happens that, when you baptize
a sectarian preacher into this Church,
and a great many of them have been so
baptized, in a little time his foolish tradi-
tions will become so apparent as to make
him despise himself.

For this cause scores of them have
turned away and joined the mob to de-
stroy the Saints, rather than be stripped
of their traditions, which they had so
long hugged to their bosoms, and consid-
ered of so much value.

A portion of the persecutions which
followed this people in their early history
have been influenced, to a considerable
extent, by the corruptions of those who
professed to be in the midst of the Saints,
who had been baptized and lived with
the Saints, but finally, when their cor-
rupt practices and traditions were about
to be exposed, would turn away and join


