
MEN MUST SAVE THEMSELVES, ETC. 271

much power over us, nor over our chil-
dren. Why? Because we should live
above their allurements, and they would
be obliged to go about more congenial
business, and God would defend us so
long as we did not give way.

It is for us to learn to be obedient
in our callings and to the Priesthood, in
our several quorums and families, and in
all circles where we associate together.
This is a lesson which must be learned,
and when you learn the doctrine of obe-
dience, you will have power to control
the weaknesses of your nature, to con-
trol yourselves in every respect. But you
never will learn this lesson, and gain this
knowledge, until you are willing to be
controlled by those who lead you in this
kingdom.

I desire to stand in my place, to be
beneficial to the Saints, to go in and
out before the house of Israel, pure and
holy. This is my character, and these are
my wishes, notwithstanding my weak-
nesses, which I admit; and this is the
character of brother Brigham, and I
know it. God bless his soul forever, and
he shall live forever, and go into the
courts of glory, and enjoy the society of
the Father, of Jesus, and all the Apos-
tles; and I will be along with him there,
and so will my brethren who are faithful.
We will stand so near each other that the
devil cannot get between us, and let all
our brethren do the same.

Every family should do so, and if
they all did, what trouble would there
be? What could the wicked do if all
the Saints stood faithful in their own
places? Do you suppose that they
could commit whoredoms? If no woman
would bow to wickedness, where would
be the whoredoms? Would there be
any? No, there could not be any.

After you have received your endow-
ments, a wicked course will more seri-
ously affect you, it will, therefore, be req-
uisite for you to be much more careful
how you trifle with holy principles, and
transgress your covenants. For this rea-
son I wish the Bishops to take heed who
they recommend as worthy to receive en-
dowments, for we shall require a strict
account from them.

We have placed Bishops in the dif-
ferent Wards throughout this Territory,
and they should be filled with the Holy
Ghost, and know every man and woman
in their Wards, that they may be able to
discern who are worthy of receiving an
endowment.

I have heard of some individuals say-
ing, that if the Bishops come into their
houses and opened their cupboards they
would split their heads open.

That would not be a wise nor safe op-
eration, for there are some hard heads
appointed to counsel and direct you in
the path of righteousness.

Brother Brigham and I were raised
in the midst of mountains, and we have
never yet seen the time when threats
would swerve us from the line of duty.

I would like to bless all mankind, if
they would take a course that would jus-
tify me in doing so, and I have extended
my hand to the lawyers, judges, military,
and civil officers of the United States,
and desire to treat them as I would my
own children, but how have some of them
treated us? They have endeavored, with
a few honorable exceptions, to corrupt
the morals of this people. I am opposed
to those who strive to work corruption
for we wish to be pure, and their course
leads to death, hell, and the devil, while
we desire to rise in the scale of life and
happiness. Amen.


