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principle to families in every way, shape,
and manner which I could think of, and
said, in my heart, I wish I had the skill
of a ready writer and power to write
what passes through my mind. In the
morning I called upon brother Carring-
ton and mentioned the circumstances to
him, and I told him that I wished he
would write upon the subject of obedi-
ence, which he promised to do at the ear-
liest opportunity. I feel the importance of
this, for I know that this people cannot
continue to prosper as they have done,
unless they do as they are counseled; all
must be obedient to the powers that be
ordained of God.

If it is necessary for me to be sub-
ject to my file leaders, I wish to know
whether it is not equally for you, and for
every High Priest, Elder, Seventy, Apos-
tle, and all others, to be obedient to the
Priesthood of those who are appointed to
direct them? Is it not right for all men
to be obedient to their superiors? And if
S0, is it not right for women and children
to abide the same principle? My spirit,
my body, my family, and all I possess in
this world are devoted to this kingdom,
and so I may say in regard to brother
Brigham. These are my feelings upon
this subject, and I have had no differ-
ent feelings during the last twenty-five
years.

Is there any difference in the wicked-
ness of the world now and thirty or forty
years ago? I think there is. I do not
now recollect of having then heard of a
divorce in all the region where I lived,
and as for a whore or a whoremonger
there were few, if any, known in that
locality, and if such were found, they
were considered unfit for civilized soci-
ety. But now look down and see what
the world is! I have traveled over some
of it; I have traveled through most of
the enlightened portions of the United
States, and much in England, and I
have generally found that those who are
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called the most enlightened are the most
corrupt. Does the sad condition of the
world hurt my feelings? Not particularly,
for that is their own affair; but when the
Saints transgress I feel sorrowful. When
brother Brigham comes here, and chas-
tises us through the spirit of revelation,
or is moved upon to instruct the Saints
to their profit, if any portion applies to
me, I treasure it up, and humble myself
before my God.

I will give you a key which brother
Joseph Smith used to give in Nauvoo.
He said, that the very step of apos-
tasy commenced with losing confidence
in the leaders of this Church and king-
dom, and that whenever you discerned
that spirit, you might know that it would
lead the possessor of it on the road to
apostasy. If then you have got this spirit
in your hearts, or in your families, and
if brethren and sisters, husbands and
wives are contending and quarrelling
one with another, I say, there is the spirit
of apostasy, there is a place where the
Spirit of God does not abide in its ful-
ness. Do you suppose that God, His Son,
the Holy Ghost, or angels will dwell in
a house where there is quarrelling and
loss of confidence in the leaders of His
appointing? Would you stay in such a
habitation? Then let us banish all strife
and contention; let no children contend
against their parents, nor wives against
their husbands, nor anyone against the
authorities which God has established.
This should be the course in every family,
and in every quorum, and let all be actu-
ated and governed by the pure spirit and
principles of eternal truth. Let my fam-
ily take my counsel, as I take the counsel
of my President, and they will go into ce-
lestial glory, where I am bound to go by
walking in that path.

Say to all the legions of devils be-
tween this and hell, "Walk in your
own course,” and they will not have



