PLURALITY OF WIVES, ETC.

have invariably pursued, and, if any-
thing came that I could not understand,
I would pray until I could comprehend it.

Do not reject anything because it is
new or strange, and do not sneer nor
jeer at what comes from the Lord, for
if we do, we endanger our salvation. It
is given to us, as agents, to choose or
refuse, as brother S. W. Richards has set
before you, but we are agents within lim-
its, if it were not so there would be no
law.

There are limits to agency, and to
all things and to all beings, and our
agency must not infringe upon that law.
A man must choose life or death, and
if he chooses death he will find himself
abridged, and that the agency which is
given to him is so bound up that he can-
not exercise it in opposition to the law,
without laying himself liable to be cor-
rected and punished by the Almighty.

A man can dispose of his agency or
of his birthright, as did Esau of old, but
when disposed of he cannot again ob-
tain it; consequently, it behooves us to
be careful, and not forfeit the agency
that is given to us. The difference be-
tween the righteous and the sinner, eter-
nal life or death, happiness or misery, is
this, to those who are exalted there are
no bounds or limits to their privileges,
their blessings have a continuation, and
to their kingdoms, thrones, and domin-
ions, principalities, and powers there is
no end, but they increase through all
eternity; whereas, those who reject the
offer, who despise the proffered mercies
of the Lord, and prepare themselves to
be banished from His presence, and to
become companions of the devils, have
their agency abridged immediately, and
bounds and limits are put to their opera-
tions.

The power of the devil is limited;
the power of God is unlimited; there-
fore let us be cautious how we use our
liberty and agency, and be careful to

267

choose that which is good and right be-
fore the Lord, and then our exaltation is
sure.

I now wish to say a few words
concerning your meetinghouse. When
brother Geo. A. Smith concluded to make
his home here, for a little while, we
thought we would erect an old-fashioned
meetinghouse, believing that it would
look so good; and we thought to have a
bell put in the belfry, and I believe that
the foundation for such a building was
commenced three years ago.

I was just thinking what a smart
people dwell here; three years ago they
threw out a few shovels full of earth,
to prepare for a foundation, and at that
the labor ended. I was talking to some
of the brethren about it today, and was
wondering, if I were to come here to live
this summer, whether I could not get
this meetinghouse built; I think that I
have lightning enough to accomplish it.
Tell the people what I wanted, and they
would come with the timber, and the ado-
bies would be piled up, and the building
finished.

But I wish to tell you how it can be
done without my coming here, that is,
if you have a man here in whom you
have confidence, though I do not know
whether there is a man in this settle-
ment that you have confidence in, but if
there is such a man, you can come out ev-
ery Saturday and work at erecting this
meetinghouse. Draw together the sand
and lime, the timber and all the other
materials, then employ the masons and
carpenters for two or three months, and
the house will be completed.

If this had been done you would have
had a good meetinghouse, and, at least,
been just as well off as you are now, and
I think that you would have greatly in-
creased the value of your property and
been better off.

Has the house stopped because
there is not a man here who knows



