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The Lord has instituted this plan for
a holy purpose, and not with a design to
afflict or distress the people; hence, an
important and imperative duty is placed
upon all holy men and women, and the
reward will follow, for it is said, that the
children will add to our honor and glory.

It hurts my feelings when I see good
men, men who love correct principles
and cling to the counsels of the Church,
who have lived near to God for years
and have always been faithful, with not
a child to bear up their names to future
generations, and I grieve to reflect that
their names must go into the grave with
them.

It would please me to see good men
and women have families; I would like
to have righteous men take more wives
and raise up holy children. Some say,
"I would do so, but brother Joseph and
brother Brigham have never told me to
do it."

This law was never given of the Lord
for any but his faithful children; it is not
for the ungodly at all; no man has a right
to a wife, or wives, unless he honors his
Priesthood and magnifies his calling be-
fore God.

I foresaw, when Joseph first made
known this doctrine, that it would be a
trial, and a source of great care and anx-
iety to the brethren, and what of that?
We are to gird up our loins and fulfil
this, just as we would any other duty.
(High wind and clouds of dust prevented
speaking for several seconds.)

It has been strenuously urged by
many, that this doctrine was introduced
through lust, but that is a gross misrep-
resentation. (A thick cloud of dust pre-
vented speaking for about two minutes.)

This revelation, which God gave to
Joseph, was for the express purpose
of providing a channel for the orga-
nization of tabernacles, for those spir-
its to occupy who have been reserved
to come forth in the kingdom of God,

and that they might not be obliged to
take tabernacles out of the kingdom of
God.

We are commanded to overcome all
our lustful desires, also our pride, self-
ishness, and every evil propensity that
pertains to the flesh, to keep the
commandments of God, and all the
commandments pertaining to the holy
Priesthood.

It is important that we get a victory
over our earthly passions, and learn to
live by the law of God.

I am aware that care and other duties
are greatly increased, by the law which I
am remarking upon; this I know by ex-
perience, yet though it adds to our care
and labor, we should say, "Not my will,
but thine, O Lord, be done."

As far as my acquaintance extends,
the brethren who have entered into this
order, with a pure heart, have enjoyed
full as much worldly prosperity as they
did before the Prophet Joseph revealed
this holy law and order to the Latter-day
Saints.

The Lord intended that our family
cares should be greater; He knew they
would be, yet He is able to bless us in
proportion. I know quite a number of
men in this Church who will not take any
more women, because they do not wish
to take care of them; a contracted spirit
causes that feeling. I have also known
some in my past life, who have said, that
they did not desire to have their wives
bear any children, and some even take
measures to prevent it; there are a few
such persons in this Church.

When I see a man in this Church with
those feelings, and hear him say, "I do
not wish to enlarge my family, because
it will bring care upon me," I conclude
that he has more or less of the old sectar-
ian leaven about him, and that he does
not understand the glory of the celestial
kingdom.

Says one, "How will you explain
this to me?" We understand that


