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THOSE SAINTS WHO HAVE NOT SEEN THE WICKEDNESS
OF THE WORLD CANNOT APPRECIATE THEIR

BLESSINGS—BE JUST IN ALL THINGS—THE EVIL
RESULTS OF NOT LISTENING TO COUNSEL.

A DISCOURSE BY PRESIDENT HEBER C. KIMBALL, DELIVERED IN THE TABERNACLE,
GREAT SALT LAKE CITY, JUNE 10, 1855.

REPORTED BY G. D. WATT.

I can say, as I have said, a great many
times, that we are one of the happiest
people that ever was upon the earth,
but some do not appreciate the bless-
ings which are bestowed from day to
day; some do not appreciate that they
are settled in the valleys in peace, and
that they are with those whom God has
been pleased to call to lead His peo-
ple. If they could appreciate their posi-
tion, and acknowledge the hand of God
in all things, then they could appreci-
ate the things connected with this king-
dom. It is with many as it was with my
son William, and brother Brigham's son
Joseph, and others who have been about
home all the time. They did not real-
ize and could not appreciate their bless-
ings, but in their missions they are sen-
sible of the blessings which we enjoy in
these peaceful valleys. William writes,
"Father, I often think of your relating the
corruptions of the old world, and what
you saw and heard, but I now see and
feel them by sad, personal experience. I
hear the groans of nations, of war and
rumors of war, of famine, desolation, and
distress in all the world, except in the
happy land of Zion, in the valleys of the
mountains. How I desire to see them!
And we all say, that when we return
home we shall know how to prize our
fathers and mothers, and the society of
the Saints, where we can sit down and

worship God with none to molest nor
make afraid."

Those are their feelings, after being
absent only a short time. Those who
go forth to preach the Gospel see the
corruptions and abominations of men,
and have joy in contemplating the signs
of the times, for they know that those
things are tokens of the coming of the
Son of Man; their eyes are now open
to see that God is at work among the
nations. Some of them hardly knew
that "Mormonism" was true, until they
were sent forth to preach. They believed
it—why? Because they were taught it
by their parents. Their parents taught
them in their infancy, and childhood,
that this is the Gospel of Jesus Christ,
but they have never before been brought
into a situation to know that the God
whom we serve lives and reigns in the
heavens. Some of you may say, "We
wish we could have a knowledge of these
things, that we might appreciate our
present blessing;" faith and obedience
will give you that knowledge, and it will
be the best day that we have ever seen,
when men will appreciate their bless-
ings, when they can feel assured that
God lives above.

The world look upon us as the filth
and offscourings of society, and the
most corrupt people upon God's earth.
But those who do right, and keep
themselves pure and clean, as brother


