INSTRUCTIONS TO THE BISHOPS, ETC.

A few of the men and women who
go into the house of the Lord, and
receive their endowments, and in the
most sacred manner make covenants be-
fore the Almighty, go and violate those
covenants. Do I have compassion on
them? Yes, I do have mercy on them, for
there is something in their organization
which they do not understand; and there
are but few in this congregation who do
understand it.

You say, "That man ought to die for
transgressing the law of God." Let me
suppose a case. Suppose you found your
brother in bed with your wife, and put a
javelin through both of them, you would
be justified, and they would atone for
their sins, and be received into the king-
dom of God. I would at once do so in
such a case; and under such circum-
stances, I have no wife whom I love
so well that I would not put a javelin
through her heart, and I would do it with
clean hands. But you who trifle with
your covenants, be careful lest in judging
you will be judged.

Every man and woman has got to
have clean hands and a pure heart, to ex-
ecute judgment, else they had better let
the matter alone.

Again, suppose the parties are not
caught in their iniquity, and it passes
along unnoticed, shall I have compassion
on them? Yes, I will have compassion on
them, for transgressions of the nature al-
ready named, or for those of any other
description. If the Lord so orders it that
they are not caught in the act of their
iniquity, it is pretty good proof that He
is willing for them to live; and I say let
them live and suffer in the flesh for their
sins, for they will have it to do.

There is not a man or woman, who
violates the covenants made with their
God, that will not be required to pay
the debt. The blood of Christ will
never wipe that out, your own blood
must atone for it; and the judgments
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of the Almighty will come, sooner
or later, and every man and woman
will have to atone for breaking their
covenants. To what degree? Will they
have to go to hell? They are in hell
enough now. I do not wish them in a
greater hell, when their consciences con-
demn them all the time. Let compassion
reign in our bosoms. Try to comprehend
how weak we are, how we are organized,
how the spirit and the flesh are continu-
ally at war.

I told you here, some time ago, that
the devil who tempted Eve, got posses-
sion of the earth, and reigns triumphant,
has nothing to do with influencing our
spirits, only through the flesh; that is a
true doctrine. Inasmuch as our spirits
are inseparably connected with the flesh,
and, inasmuch as the whole tabernacle
is filled with the spirit which God gave,
if the body is afflicted, the spirit also suf-
fers, for there is a warfare between the
flesh and the spirit, and if the flesh over-
comes, the spirit is brought into bondage,
and if the spirit overcomes, the body is
made free, and then we are free indeed,
for we are made free by the Son of God.
Watch yourselves, and think. As I heard
observed, on the evening of the 14th, at
the Social Hall, "think, brethren, think,"
but do not think so far that you cannot
think back again. I then wanted to tell a
little anecdote, but I will tell it now.

In the eastern country there was a
man who used to go crazy, at times, and
then come to his senses again. One of
his neighbors asked him what made him
go crazy; he replied, "I get to think-
ing, and thinking, until finally I think so
far that I am not always able to think
back again." Can you think too much
for the spirit which is put in the taber-
nacle? You can, and this is a subject
which I wish the brethren instructed
upon, and the people to understand.
The spirit is the intelligent part of man,



