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A score of years ago the Elders had
to be very watchful, and I do not sup-
pose that, for many years, I slept so
soundly but what the slightest tap would
wake me up. If any person should say,
"Brigham!" I am ready at once to ask,
"What is wanted?" I am ready to jump,
at a moment's warning. No person could
stir about, without our knowing it.

The Bishops should be equally wide
awake, and set those whom they have
confidence in, those whom they know to
be honest, to be watchmen on the tower,
and let them find out who are suffering.
Doubtless, there are many who are suf-
fering through want of food, but there
is no necessity of any family suffering in
this City, and when this City is supplied,
the remainder of the Territory may be
considered independent.

I presume that we have one fourth
less provisions in this City, to the num-
ber of the inhabitants, than has any
other portion of the Territory, and yet
we need not suffer. Here we need not
be ashamed to beg, when stern necessity
has closed around us. I do not expect to
see the day when I am perfectly indepen-
dent, until I am crowned in the celestial
kingdom of my Father, and made as inde-
pendent as my Father in heaven. I have
not yet received my inheritance as my
own, and I expect to be dependent until I
do, for all that I have is lent to me.

If a man comes to me and says, he
is out of food, what of that? He is out
of food, that is all. If a man comes
along and says, "My family is destitute of
food and clothing," what of that? Simply
that they are destitute of food and cloth-
ing, and still they may be gentlemen and
ladies, for all that, and be honoring their
tabernacles and being on the earth.

The customs of the world have made
it degrading to ask for food, but it
is not, when a person cannot honestly
procure it in any other way. The

man who is hungry and destitute has as
good a right to my food as any other per-
son, and I should feel as happy in asso-
ciating with him, if he had a good heart,
as with those who have an abundance,
or with the princes of the earth. They
all are esteemed by me, not according to
the wealth and position they hold, but
according to the character they have.

Bishops, will you try to magnify your
calling? I will give you a few words of
consolation; at our next Conference we
expect to drop a good many Bishops, and
appoint others, and we intend to keep do-
ing so, until we get men with good hearts
and active brains, to fill that responsible
station.

I will now speak upon another sub-
ject; one which I have touched upon
many times, but which, to this day, is but
little understood. I allude to the organi-
zation of the spirit and the body, the dis-
tinction between the two, and their op-
erations. This subject is not well under-
stood, and generally not much reflected
upon, but is one which the Saints have
got to learn, if they ever learn the real
organization of man. Then they will
know and understand the peculiarities
of our present organization, and how li-
able mankind are to submit to its weak-
nesses, and to the influences of the pow-
ers that rule over them.

Were you in possession of this knowl-
edge, you would be more compassionate.
As severely as I sometimes talk to you,
my soul is full of compassion. It has ever
been my study to understand myself, for
by so doing I can understand my neigh-
bors.

If this people would apply their minds
to wisdom, with regard to themselves,
they would be more compassionate than
they are now.

From what is at times said here, it
might be inferred that everyone who
did not walk to the line was at once
going to be destroyed, but who has


