
244 JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

been those whose minds were stored
with good ideas, and who spoke so
that you could readily and easily under-
stand them, whether their language was
couched in the most approved style or
not. When you hear individuals speak
whose minds are stored with rich ideas,
do they not benefit you the most? I care
but little about your language, hand out
the ideas, and let us know what you have
stored in your minds.

I will now refer to a portion of the
discourse delivered here this afternoon,
and say to the Bishops, that it would
be highly gratifying to me, and to all of
us, if you would prove yourselves wise
stewards. You have a good opportu-
nity to exhibit your abilities, and I say
to the Bishop who has just addressed
us, won't you do as I have formerly di-
rected you, and appoint good, wise, ju-
dicious men to go through your Ward,
to find out what is in that Ward, and
the situation of every family, whether
they have money, flour, or costly cloth-
ing, or whether they are destitute and
suffering? This is your business and call-
ing. But many of our Bishops are sleepy
and good for nothing, and if I were go-
ing to cleanse the Church, knowing the
character of individuals, I think I should
commence with the Bishops. Theirs is
one of the most laborious and respon-
sible offices in the whole Church; it is
an office which requires men of the best
skill, judgment and talent, to fill, and
is one of the greatest importance. Bish-
ops, will you take hold and try to make
men of yourselves? After all I have said
now and heretofore, if you were going to
search your Wards, you would be very
apt to come to me to inquire what you
should do. I will tell you, do not let there
be one place, in the habitations of the
Saints in your Wards, about which you
are uninformed. Brother Woolley has
reported the circumstance of a Bishop

finding a woman who had been living
upon the charity of her neighbors, and
who, at the same time, had valuable
property, and money hid up. I can re-
fer you to scores of like circumstances,
and what is more, to some of the Elders,
those who are supposed to be among
the best of our Elders, who have been
preaching abroad and brought their hun-
dreds into the Church, who come here
with a lie in their hearts and on their
tongues, with regard to their means, and
declare, emphatically, that they have no
means to help themselves with, neither
money nor goods.

We have brought them here, and they
are still owing the Perpetual Emigrating
Fund for their passage, and they have
gold, if they have no silver, and have the
richest kind of clothing. This brings to
my mind the circumstance, of a family in
Nauvoo, who were in the habit of trav-
eling from house to house, begging their
living, and said, that they were poor and
destitute. When the time came for us
to leave that city, and that family was
starting to St. Louis, the woman loosed
her dress and showed one of the sisters
her stays, and said, "I have my money
sewed up in these stays, and the Church
won't get it." This woman begged her liv-
ing, and stayed in Nauvoo almost two
years, and would rather be damned than
to part with the sovereigns sewed up in
her stays. Such people will be damned,
and the sooner they leave us the better.

Were I a Bishop, I would know to a
reasonable degree of accuracy, the value
of the clothing owned by those in my
Ward, who were calling upon me for as-
sistance, and I would be familiar with ev-
ery nook and habitation, and watch care-
fully that money was not secreted, and
the owners begging from those poorer
than themselves. I would know whether
they had money hoarded, or hid away.


