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know the ground of the complaint
against him, I learned that it amounted
to simply this—"If brother Hovey is let
alone, the people will confess their sins."

I wrote back to them, inquiring
whether they thought there was any
danger of any persons confessing to more
sin than he was guilty of; that if they
could find out that any had confessed to
more stealing, swearing, lying, and swin-
dling, than they were really guilty of, it
would be well to give brother Hovey a
word of caution, and to tell him to hold
up a little and not cause the innocent
to belie themselves. At the same time I
said, that I thought there was not much
danger of that, and that they might go on
in that course for sometime longer, and
not then have made all the confessions
that they ought to.

I asked brother Hovey to preach to-
day, and to frankly express his feelings
as they really existed, that I might have
a chance to understand some of his "Mor-
monism." I wish to see the Elders get
up here and manifest their spirits, and
speak as they feel when they are alone in
their meditations. Let us know how you
feel, and what you think. We can form
some kind of an idea how a man feels by
looking at him, but if you wish a man to
portray himself faithfully you must get
him to talk, and I will insure that the
organs of speech will show out the true
state of the mind, sooner or later, and re-
veal the fruit of his heart. No man can
hide it if he is allowed to talk; he will be
sure to manifest his true feelings.

Brother Hovey has referred to several
incidents in his experience. I will refer to
what I witnessed no longer ago than yes-
terday, in the courtroom. A lawyer rose
to make his plea before the jury; he took
up the laws of Utah, which are strict and
pointed in reference to lawyers making
pleas, binding them to fairly array the

facts in the case, whether they are for
or against their clients, and he was so
serious, so religious, so pious, and so
honest, that he appealed to high heaven
to witness his honesty before the jury.
When he had induced the jury to believe
that he was honest, he stood there and
misrepresented the merits of the case,
for half an hour at a stretch, in regular
lawyer style.

Men will portray what is in their
hearts, when they talk freely, and they
cannot keep from it. This is the way in
which the Lord will exhibit the hearts of
the children of men. Will He take out
their hearts and show them to the peo-
ple? No, for that would not exhibit the
fruit of their hearts; but He will draw
them into circumstances which will com-
pel them to manifest what is in them.
Let a man rise up here and talk, and
freely express his thoughts, and you can
judge of what spirit he is.

We have just heard the words which
give a manifestation of the spirit of one
of our missionaries, and I say now, as I
have said before, I wish we had hundreds
of such missionaries throughout this Ter-
ritory, preaching to the people, and firing
up their hearts with the spirit of honesty,
so that they would entirely quit pilfering,
lying, and deceiving, and deal honestly
with one another, with themselves, and
with their God, and be industrious and
prudent, and pay attention to their busi-
ness, instead of loafing about the streets.
I wish we had one hundred such mission-
aries in this city to get up prayer meet-
ings, preaching meetings, and evening
meetings in every ward. What for? To
draw away that filthy, nasty mess which
assembles at the corner of this public
square. For a week or two past, that
courthouse has been thronged with men,
and it is darker than the bowels of hell.
If you ask me how I know, I answer, I
have been there and seen for myself; I
have understood how they felt and tried


