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where Elder Rigdon was pulled out of
bed three times in one night. After all
this some persons will say to me, that
there are no evil spirits. I tell you they
are thicker than the "Mormons" are in
this country, but the Lord has said that
there are more for us than there can be
against us. "Who are they?" says one.
Righteous men who have been upon the
earth.

But do you suppose that angels will
pay friendly visits to those who do not
live up to their privileges? Would you?
No, you would not like to visit with per-
sons who lie, and steal your goods, and
borrow and never pay. Would not you for-
sake such persons? Yes, you would. Will
the Holy Ghost dwell with a man who
will lie, steal, and swear? No. It is writ-
ten that where the Holy Ghost takes up
its abode the Father and Son will come
and abide. That is the God whom I serve,
one who has millions of angels at His
command. Do you suppose that there are
any angels here today? I would not won-
der if there were ten times more angels
here than people. We do not see them,
but they are here watching us, and are
anxious for our salvation. Will one out
of twenty of those who are here today
go through the gates into the celestial
city? As I told some today, when pass-
ing through the gate at noon, when you
go to the straight gate that we read of,
you will not go through there crowding
by hundreds as you do now, the righteous
and wicked all mixed up together; you
cannot go into the celestial world unless
you are sanctified through the celestial
law. Do you not think that it will require
faith, repentance, and baptism, to enable
you to get through the celestial gates?
Yes, and it will require obedience to ev-
ery word that proceeds from the mouth
of God.

There are many who will feed the

JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

ungodly sooner than the Saints, but I
tell you I will feed the Saints first and
the poor devils afterwards, if there is
any to spare. But none of them should
have food unless they worked for it. I
am expressing some of my feelings, and
speaking of some of my actual knowledge
of things, temporal and spiritual. The
Lord has hosts of angels who are quali-
fied to defend us, and they have informa-
tion enough to march armies and to se-
lect leaders to lead them against the en-
emy of the Saints; and the devil has lead-
ers enough to march his armies against
the Saints.

If men and women do not qualify
themselves and become sanctified and
purified in this life, they will go into a
world of spirits where they will have a
greater contest with the devils than ever
you had with them here. It will not be
fifty years, perhaps, before all of us here
today will leave this state of existence,
and then you will prove whether brother
Brigham and the rest of the brethren
have told you truth or not. You know
that the world has made a great deal of
fuss, and told many lies about the devil
pitching on to Joseph Smith when he
went to get the plates, but they will get
to a place where the devils will handle
them worse than they did Joseph when
he got the plates; if they do not embrace
the Gospel, it will be so.

Let us repent and forsake our sins
and turn our hearts to our God, every
one of us. I have said a thousand times,
if I was to die now, today, I could not do
better than I have done, still I have my
weaknesses. But I don't go and sell my
grain to the Gentiles, and then say that
my family are on rations. If there are
men who have done so, they will see sor-
row and I know it.

Shall we turn unto the Lord with
all our hearts, and deal justly, do as
we would wish another to do to us?
Methinks every heart says, "Yes, we



