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throughout the valleys of the mountains,
and I presume that they are the best
people upon the face of the earth, and
even here there is hardly a person but
what takes a course to live from hand
to mouth, that is, they will never lay
up anything. This course will not an-
swer for us, we must lay up grain against
the famines that will prevail upon the
earth. What shall we lay up that grain
for? Shall we lay it up to feed the wicked?
No, we shall lay it up to feed the Saints
who gather here from all the nations of
the earth, and for the millions of lovers
of good and wholesome laws who will
come from the old countries and from the
United States, fleeing to this place for
their bread, and I know it.

How much have you got to feed them
on now? We talk about those in the
household of faith, and those who are in-
clined to serve the Lord, they will be the
ones to suffer first. The Spirit has been
in my heart all the time, and when the
drouth came I laid up all the wheat that
I could get in my mill by toll, and never
used any for horses or cattle, but kept it
to feed my laborers and my family. I have
now dealt it out until I have nearly used
it up, and I have not sold it for money.
I have not sold twenty-five dollars worth
of grain during the past year, but I have
let my brethren have it, and kept it to
sustain my family.

Let us all take such a course, and in
future raise an abundance of grain, and
save ourselves from the dilemma which
we will otherwise fall into. It is neces-
sary for you to understand and compre-
hend these things, and I wish you to un-
derstand them for yourselves; I can only
act for one. When I lay up grain and oth-
ers do not, I cannot let them starve to
death, it is not in me to do that, but it
is a pretty difficult position to be placed
in. When we attempt to draw the line
of distinction between right and wrong,

it is unpleasant to have individuals
among us who will lie for a pound of
flour. When we know such individuals
is it right for me to give flour to them?
No, it is not right for me to give it to any-
one, only in exchange for something else,
except under certain circumstances.

In the Bible Jesus uses a parable con-
cerning talents which were delivered to
different individuals, with instructions
to go and improve upon them, to put
them to use that they might increase
upon that capital. In due time, the lord
called upon those men to whom he gave
the talents, and the one who had re-
ceived one talent had hid it, but the oth-
ers had put theirs to use, and received
their reward accordingly. This is the way
in which we have got to prove ourselves,
and we have got to be tested and become
suitable for governors, to govern others
and to control our families, and then to
control nations and kingdoms.

Have I not worked as hard as any of
you for my living? Who ever saw me in-
dolent, or idling away my time around
street corners, or about the Council
House? No one, either of the living
or dead. I am always busy in striving
to adorn my plantation, and my works
show it all the time. I am not preach-
ing anything but what I practice. Does
brother Brigham preach anything but
what he practices? No, he practices it
night and day, and is just as virtuous
and pure before his family as he is when
he is before the public, and I would not
give a dime for a man who is not. Does
not the Almighty know all these things?
Some may think that the Almighty does
not see their doings, but if He does not,
the angels and ministering spirits do.
They see you and your works, and I have
no doubt but they occasionally commu-
nicate your conduct to the Father, or to
the Son, or to Joseph, or to Peter, or


