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portion of the truths pertaining to the
subjects touched upon.

I cannot tell you the whole truth, for
you are not in a condition to receive it;
my voice is not powerful enough to pierce
your hearts; I alone am not able to re-
move the scales from your eyes that you
may see things as they are. I can talk
to you here, and diffuse my spirit among
you, so far as you will receive it. If I have
the Spirit of the Lord, and your hearts
are soft, I can impart to you what the
Lord has for you through me; that is all
I can do. I have to cling to my Father,
to my God, and to my religion every day,
yes, every moment of my life; have to
plead with Him and center all my con-
fidence, hopes, and faith in Him, and so
should you.

There is one thing I desire of this peo-
ple more than everything else on this
earth, more than gold, silver, houses,
lands, and the riches of this world which
are not to compare with it, and that is
that this people would so live as to know
the Father and the Son, to know the will
of God concerning them, and to be filled
with the Holy Ghost, and have the vi-
sions of eternity opened to them. Then
my soul would be satisfied; that is all I
could ask of them. I do not care whether
we have half rations, or quarter rations,
that is a matter I care but little about.
I would rather that this people should
starve to death in the mountains, than
to have the Lord Almighty hand us over
to a cursed, infernal mob. I would rather
go down to the grave in peace than to
fight a mob, unless the Lord would give
me enough Saints to fight and kill the
poor devils; in such case I wish to live
and fight them. But I never want to see
a mob again drive and tread under foot
the Saints.

While brother Amasa was address-
ing the people, I admired the princi-
ples he taught, and I can apply them
to myself, so far as they pertain to
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me; but I do not know how my little boys
and girls, now growing up in our midst,
could understand what is in the world,
unless we sent them forth so that they
could contrast one class with the other.
For my part I do not need a mob to aid me
to purify myself; I do not require to hear
another man take the name of God in
vain, in order to complete my experience
concerning profanity. I have no occasion
for the devil and his imps, nor to see the
face of a wicked man while I live, in order
to make me more acquainted with their
power. I will be perfectly satisfied with
the glory and crown I shall receive, if I
have no further acquaintance or experi-
ence with the power of the devil, so far
as I am concerned.

If T have to pass through scenes of
trouble, sorrow, and affliction, if we have
to fight the devil, and I have the power to
live, I pray my Father in heaven, in the
name of His Son Jesus Christ, to let me
live to enjoy this privilege. If I, of neces-
sity, must pass through war and blood-
shed, toils and labors, let me live, for I
love to fight the devils, but I love to over-
come them. If I had the power I would
doubtless use them up, perhaps to the
injury of the Saints. Why? Because if
you do not know wickedness you cannot
enjoy the happiness God has in store for
you.

Paul asks, "Shall we sin that righ-
teousness may abound?" No, there is
plenty of sin without your sinning. We
can have all the experience we need,
without sinning ourselves, therefore we
will not sin that good may come, we will
not transgress the law of God that we
may know the opposite. There is no ne-
cessity for such a course, for the world
is full of transgression, and this people
need not mingle up with it.

Can you discern between the righ-
teous and the wicked here? You
know I have spoken of a certain class



