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I have many subjects that I would
like to speak upon for the benefit of the
Saints, and one thing in particular I
would like to do for them, which I believe
would be the greatest blessing that could
be bestowed upon them, and that is to
give you eyes with which to see things as
they are. If I had power to bestow that
description of sight upon the Latter-day
Saints, I do not believe that there is a
man or woman but what would try to live
their religion.

Some might suppose that it would be
a great blessing to be taken and carried
directly into heaven and there set down,
but in reality that would be no blessing
to such persons; they could not reap a
full reward, could not enjoy the glory of
the kingdom, and could not comprehend
and abide the light thereof, but it would
be to them a hell intolerable, and I sup-
pose would consume them much quicker
than would hell fire. It would be no bless-
ing to you to be carried into the celestial
kingdom, and obliged to stay therein, un-
less you were prepared to dwell there.

If people had eyes to see, ears to
hear, and hearts to understand things
as they are, it would prove a bless-
ing to them, for they would then order
their lives in a manner to secure the
blessings which they anticipate. How-
ever, it is out of my power to thus
bless this people, but the gift has been
placed within the reach of every per-
son by the purchase of the Son of

God, and it is for them to obtain it, or to
pass along without obtaining it, just as
they may choose. But some facts are eas-
ily comprehended; take the Latter-day
Saints and compare their feelings, lives,
and doings with those of the world, and
what will be readily discovered? Were
any of you now to go forth into the world,
if you had one spark of honesty or of
virtue about you, you would desire to re-
turn as soon as duty would permit, and
would exclaim, "I had no idea that the
world was as I found it to be." Many of
our Elders exclaim, on their return from
foreign missions, "How wicked the world
has got to be! They are growing worse
and worse, and go rapidly from bad to
worse." I have heard them exclaim, "It
was astonishing to see how the people
could so alter in the course of two or
three years!"

On this point I will remark that
the Elders rapidly alter one way, and
the people of the world alter directly
the other way, thus the space between
them increases much faster than we
are apt to be aware of. Elders who
go forth to proclaim the Gospel, unless
they do something to clip their faith,
or cause them to apostatize from their
religion, so that they are left in the
dark, are generally on the increase in
improvement, grow in grace and in the
knowledge of the truth, and gather to
themselves more knowledge than they
had before they went on their mission.
They are advancing in the principles



