SALVATION, ETC.

followed by the laying on of hands, and
our washings and anointings will not
avail anything, if they are not followed
by this development.

If the lamp of eternal truth is not
lighted in us—is not planted here—does
not receive its strength here, all our ef-
forts will be in vain. If the knowledge
and light of eternal truth does not follow
as the result of our toil, the ordinances
that we receive, and all that is done to us
will not save us. We may build cities with
gold, adorned with splendor and magnif-
icence, fit to receive the Son of God; it
will be all the same.

Nebuchadnezzar built a magnificent
city, but was it the principle of salva-
tion with him, or among his people?
Was there one soul of them saved who
built that great city? No, and instead
of Nebuchadnezzar's going into heaven,
he went into the pasture to feed with the
cattle. And this is the way that it will be
with you, if you do not toil right; instead
of going into heaven, you will have to go
into the pasture, as he did.

This is a truthful illustration. Neb-
uchadnezzar held the command of mil-
lions of men, and he built magnificent
cities and palaces; and we go to work on
the same principle, and build cities; but
we build them with coarse materials; of
one portion we make a wall and of an-
other portion we make a house. We are
progressing to the splendor of what Neb-
uchadnezzar did, but we cannot look up
to heaven and say, here are a great many
cities that we have made; but we can say,
here are a great many cities that we have
commenced; but we are far richer than
the king; for we have got that which will
make us wise unto salvation.

This is a part of my sermon, I have
not preached to you about baptism for
the remission of sins, and about the lay-
ing on of hands, and prophecy, and so
forth.

You can read about these things at
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home; consequently, you have no need for
me to come here, and wear myself out
in talking about them. I want to teach
you something that you cannot read. If
I had you in a school, I would not take
more liberty with you. You are not saved
by the truth till you know and obey it.
In "Mormonism" there is A and B. Well,
then, you will have to learn A and B
and so forth. Do any of you remember
learning your letters at home which your
mother taught you? She would get some
old book or other and say, well, my son,
what is the first letter in this book? Why,
he could not name it; she might just as
well have asked the boy about the sun,
as to ask him about that.

The mother would say, well, that is A;
then the little fellow would try to say so.
After a little she would ask him to tell
her again what A is, but the little fellow
is just as dumb as before. Well, she tries
him again, and after she has told him
what it is, he says A; now he has learned
something; he has learned to know the
formation of the letter before him.

I suppose I was not born into the
world with a knowledge of my letters;
hence I have had to learn them like the
rest of you. Well, I want you to know that
this is the way that we shall have to get
salvation.

The revelations tell us that intelli-
gence was not created, neither can it
be. Hence, what we have to do is to
comprehend that which does exist. This
explains the propriety and truth of the
Lord's prayer. Now, says the Lord;
"When you pray, pray in this manner—
Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed
be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy
will be done on earth, as it is done in
heaven."

Well, what about this? Why, in
the first place, we do not suppose that
simply the using of these words would
save anybody; for fathers and moth-
ers very frequently teach their chil-



