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You may sing, or pray, or just do what
you please, but if you do not learn the
truth, and fully comprehend it, you will
fail to obtain salvation. I want you to
understand this, that you may not waste
yourselves away.

I know the Saints do a great deal of
labor, and they suffer a great deal at
times; but I want to get you posted up
in such a manner that you will see that
you need not work and slave yourselves
so awfully hard, thinking that it will
bring you salvation; if you do, you will
find after you get through, that you will
be as bad as a man who was endeavor-
ing to become a State's senator (if I mis-
take not, in California) in some of the re-
cent political contests. The rival candi-
dates, in connection with other friends,
had used all their influence in order to
gain the day. At length the election came
off, and most of the returns were in, so
that they thought the results were actu-
ally known; therefore, the one who imag-
ined himself elected, made a great din-
ner, but just about the time the dinner
was to come off, it was proved that his
opponent was elected. How bad the poor
man felt.

How will it be with us? For we do
not expect to live here always. Why, we
shall wake up to the comprehension of
the fact, that we have not obtained the
heaven or salvation we expected. Then,
you see, we should have to wait like the
Californian did, at least till another elec-
tion.

I want to have you discriminate be-
tween that which is salvation, and that
which is not salvation. There is such
a thing in the world as means, and the
object that the means effect. The ob-
ject and the means are two different
things. I want you to learn this, that it
is a comprehension of truth, treasured
up in the mind and soul of man, and a
just application of the same, that will
save him. Just as far as you compre-
hend and practice truth, you are saved.

"Well," says one, "is this knowledge
which you refer to, all that we have to
gain and profit by in order to be saved?" I
know of nothing else; I have nothing else
to teach you.

"But," says one, "I thought it was the
doing of my duty that would save me;
for instance, I am required to pay my
tithing, whether ecclesiastical or munic-
ipal, or any other; besides this, I have to
labor a considerable portion of my time;
and I have to go and preach the Gospel,
and call upon sinners to obey the truth;
I verily thought that this had something
to do with my salvation." Well, this has
something to do with your salvation, but
I do not want you, because you have been
preaching the Gospel, and have returned
again, to think that you are saved.

Can we not understand that millions
of men are laboring with all their powers,
though they are not carrying out "Mor-
monism." They labor as much, and suf-
fer as much as we do, and then they go
down into the earth by thousands and
millions, still there is not a soul of them
that has gained eternal life; not a soul of
them has gained salvation for their self-
martyrdom; for many of them have been
martyred.

Well, now, what is the reason if suf-
fering will exalt and save the Latter-
day Saints, that it will not save and
exalt the suffering millions who never
knew anything about "Mormonism?" As I
heard a Universal preacher say (the say-
ing struck me when I heard it), that if
we could find a plan that would save one
man, we could find a plan that would
save all men. Well, this is what we want;
for if we can find a plan that has saved
one, we can find the plan that has saved
all that have been saved.

If there is not developed in us the
comprehension and correct practice of
the truth, we shall fail to be saved.
Our baptism for the remission of sins,


