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some from that point, but I never bind
myself while I am with the brethren. If
I were preaching abroad in the world
I should feel myself somewhat obliged,
through custom, to adhere to the wishes
and feelings of the people in regard to
pursuing the thread of any given subject,
but here I feel as free as air. You have
gathered the idea from me that it is not
the miracles that are performed before a
person's eyes that convince him that one
is of God, or of the devil; yet, if the Lord
designs that a person should heal the
sick, that individual can do so; but is that
to convince the wicked that the operator
is sent of God? No, it is a blessing on the
Saints, and the wicked have nothing to
do with it, they have no business to hear
of it; that is for the Saints, it is especially
for their benefit, and theirs alone. What
should the wicked hear? They should
hear a man testify that Joseph Smith
was and is a Prophet of God, that he was
a good man, and that he did plant and es-
tablish the kingdom of God on the earth,
and we know it. "How shall I know?"
says one. By obeying the commandments
given to you. The Lord has said, go
into the waters of baptism and be bap-
tized for the remission of your sins, and
you shall receive a witness that I am
telling you the truth. How? By bap-
tism and the laying on of hands alone?
No. By seeing the sick healed? No, but
by the Spirit that shall come unto you
through obedience, which will make you
feel like little children, and cause you to
delight in doing good, to love your father
in heaven and the society of the righ-
teous. Have you malice and wrath then?
No, it is taken from you, and you feel
like the child in its mother's lap. You
will feel kind to your children, to your
brothers and sisters, to your parents
and neighbors, and to all around you;
you will feel a glow, as of fire, burning

within you. And if you open your mouths
to talk you will declare ideas which you
did not formerly think of; they will flow
into your mind, even such as you have
not thought of for years. The Scriptures
will be opened to you, and you will see
how clear and reasonable everything is
which this or that Elder teaches you.
Your hearts will be comforted, you can
lie down and sleep in peace, and wake up
with feelings as pleasant as the breezes
of summer. This is a witness to you. You
ask the Lord to heal you, or your sick
child, and if He is disposed to do it He
will, and if not, it is all right. If He is dis-
posed to open the heavens and give us a
visit from an angel, it is all right. If He is
disposed to reveal to us, by natural phi-
losophy, what is going to take place, that
is right. If He is disposed to show us by
vision where this people are going, and
when, all right, and it is right if He with-
holds that information.

If, by the whispering of a small, still
voice, He dictates you to do this or that,
showing you which is right and which is
wrong, it is all right, and it is right to ac-
knowledge the hand of the Lord in His so
doing.

But if you had faith to go out to the
graveyard and raise up scores of the
dead, that alone would not make you
Latter-day Saints, neither if the visions
of your minds were opened so as to see
the finger of God. What will? Keeping
the commandments of the Lord, to walk
humbly before your God, and before one
another, to cease to do evil and learn to
do well, and to live by every word that
proceeds from the mouth of God; then
you are a Latter-day Saint, whether you
have visions or not.

You may be tried and cast down,
and be inclined to say that the Lord
has not revealed this or that to you,
but that has nothing to do with me
or you. I do not desire to dictate the


