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places settled by the Europeans, after
North America was discovered. St. Louis
was settled long before New York, and
in that region you can find apple trees
two feet through, standing among the
oaks which are several feet in diameter.
Did the first settlers stay there? No,
they were either killed or had to leave
lest they should be killed, with the ex-
ception of a few of the Spaniards who
intermarried and lived with the Indi-
ans. The whites had to leave and go
down the Mississippi River, and went
round into Maine and Massachusetts,
and when they reached there the Indians
said, "You are welcome to this land;" a re-
gion where they have thirteen months of
winter during each year. I use that ex-
travagant expression in order to convey
an idea of the rigor of the climate; but
you talk about hard winters and snows
here; in comparison many of you know
but little about them.

I can pick up scores of Yankees here,
who have lived in countries where they
could have fine orchards, and live like
nabobs, and yet, in the winter season
often ride in their sleighs over fences
five feet high. I have rode over snow
in the eastern states when it was fifteen
feet deep. To return to the subject; I
said, upon natural principles, that this
people had to go to a country that the
Gentiles do not desire. I can tell you
another thing, when you see any mem-
ber of this community wishing to with-
draw and go to where there is a beautiful
country—where it is easy to live, let me
tell you that that man will apostatize, or
be driven from his favorite locality: write
that down brother George as the word of
the Almighty.

I have deed after deed of land for
which I did not get a cent when I
was obliged to leave it. I also built
many houses in the States, they are
there now, for ought I know; they
will fall down some of these days, and

I care not how quickly. This people can
only gain strength upon the principle of
fleeing to a country where the wicked
will not live, and where they can gain
strength enough to walk by themselves,
and to go where they please. This is one
of the truths of heaven.

Whenever you see persons from this
place on their way to a milder climate,
seeking a better home, they will aposta-
tize or be driven from their loved asylum;
you may set that down for a fact. I saw
that this people would have to flee into
the mountains, and into a climate and
country that the Gentiles would not de-
sire. If we are not in such a place, I do
not know where we will find one more
undesirable than this. Do the Saints de-
light in this locality? No, it is repugnant
to their feelings, if they could have their
choice. Did I come here by choice, or was
it not because I had to come? I like this
country, and if it is not bare enough, cold
and disagreeable enough, to those who
wish to live in ease, we will find another
location a little farther off. When we
came here we were one thousand miles
from everybody. Are you afraid of the
Gentiles coming here? Should we all
move from this city and give the Gentiles
liberty to occupy our houses, our farms,
&c., in five years you would not find them
here; they could not live here, for this is
not a place that would suit them. If this
is not the place for us to dwell, it is not
to be found in Texas, in California, nor
in old or new Mexico. Where is it then?
That is not for me nor you to inquire
about, but it will not be in any of those
places. If we are not now in the right
place, the Lord will lead us to where we
can gather up our strength, and multi-
ply and sanctify ourselves, so that we can
go forth and serve the Lord with clean
hands and pure hearts.

I will now tell you a little more
about the witnesses; I have strayed


