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severe trial to prove them, to prove that
individual, or that people, to see whether
they will keep their covenants with Him,
and keep in remembrance what He has
shown them. Then the greater the vi-
sion, the greater the display of the power
of the enemy. And when such individ-
uals are off their guard they are left to
themselves, as Jesus was. For this ex-
press purpose the Father withdrew His
spirit from His Son, at the time he was
to be crucified. Jesus had been with his
Father, talked with Him, dwelt in His bo-
som, and knew all about heaven, about
making the earth, about the transgres-
sion of man, and what would redeem the
people, and that he was the character
who was to redeem the sons of earth,
and the earth itself from all sin that
had come upon it. The light, knowl-
edge, power, and glory with which he
was clothed were far above, or exceeded
that of all others who had been upon the
earth after the fall, consequently at the
very moment, at the hour when the cri-
sis came for him to offer up his life, the
Father withdrew Himself, withdrew His
Spirit, and cast a veil over him. That
is what made him sweat blood. If he
had had the power of God upon him, he
would not have sweat blood; but all was
withdrawn from him, and a veil was cast
over him, and he then plead with the Fa-
ther not to forsake him. "No," says the
Father, "you must have your trials, as
well as others."

So when individuals are blessed with
visions, revelations, and great manifes-
tations, look out, then the devil is nigh
you, and you will be tempted in propor-
tion to the vision, revelation, or manifes-
tation you have received. Hence thou-
sands, when they are off their guard,
give way to the severe temptations which
come upon them, and behold they are
gone.

You will recollect that I have often
told you that miracles would not save
a person, and I say that they never

should. If I were to see a man come
in here this day, and say, "I am the
great one whom the Lord has sent,"
and cause fire to come down in our
sight, through the ceiling that is over
our heads, I would not believe any more
for that. It is no matter what he does,
I cannot believe any more on that ac-
count. What will make me believe?
What made the Twelve Apostles of Je-
sus Christ witnesses? What constituted
them Apostles—special witnesses to the
world? Was it seeing miracles? No. What
was it? The visions of their minds were
opened, and it was necessary that a few
should receive light, knowledge, and in-
telligence, that all the powers of earth
and hell could not gainsay or compete
with. That witness was within them,
and yet, after all that was done for them,
after all that Jesus showed them, and af-
ter all the power of the spirit of revela-
tion which they possessed, you find that
one of them apostatized, turned away
and sold his Lord and master for thirty
pieces of silver, in consequence of his not
being firm to his covenant in the hour
of darkness and temptation. Another of
them was ready to say, "I do not know
anything about the Lord Jesus Christ,"
and denied him with cursing and swear-
ing.

Some are apt now to say, "I don't
know anything about this Mormonism,
I don't know about the Priesthood." Did
you not once know? "I thought I did."
Did you not once know that Joseph
Smith was a Prophet? "I thought I
did." Did you not once know that this
was the kingdom of God set up on the
earth? "I thought I did, but now I find
myself deceived." What is the reason?
Because they give way to temptation;
they may have had great light, knowl-
edge, and understanding, the vision of
their minds may have been opened and
eternity exhibited to their view, but
when this is closed up, in proportion


