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If a person is in trouble, or in want,
he should seek unto the Lord by prayer,
and obtain from Him aid, assistance, and
light, and by that Divine Spirit he may
overcome his weakness, break through
the cloud of darkness, and walk in the
light of the Lord.

There are instructions in the Gospel,
in the words of the men of God, though
the language which they use may not,
peradventure, be as beautiful as words
can be arranged, or as that which others
can use, but there is an influence attend-
ing the words of a man who speaks by
the Spirit of God.

I relish greatly the instructions which
you have received this morning; to me
they are sweet, very wholesome, and
good. I like them, they suit my dispo-
sition, they agree with my palate, and I
am thankful for such instructions. I am
thankful that we live in a day when the
Almighty so blesses us.

We are gathered out from the land
that gave us birth, and from former asso-
ciations in life; we are blessed here with
peace; the hand of the oppressor is not
upon us, and the arm of the tyrant has
ceased to afflict and fall upon our neck.

We are enjoying happiness, we can
worship our God and keep His command-
ments, and listen to the voice of His ser-
vants without molestation, without be-
ing afraid or annoyed, without expecting
a mob on the right hand and on the left.
For these things I am very thankful.

I am also fully apprised of the truth
of our President's remarks, in refer-
ence to that lavish spirit which has
existed in the minds of the Saints in
relation to their grain. I am aware
that all do not husband and take care
of their grain as they should; they
have counted it of little worth, as
dross, as a thing of naught, and have
been anxious to sell their wheat, corn,

JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

and such staple articles of food as might
have been secured in granaries, and laid
up for a hard time, or against a day of
famine.

In regard to those who have been im-
provident and not careful, I am with the
President, I cannot pity them if they
have to suffer. I have seen the time, in
this beautiful valley, when we first came
here, when we had to bring enough of
grain from the States to last eighteen
months, that we were under the neces-
sity of boiling and eating the hides of our
cattle, and of going to the lowlands to
dig thistle roots to subsist upon, that we
might not die, but live on the earth.

We did not all have to do this; some
of us were comfortable, and had as much
to live upon as we have now, for we took
care to save what we brought with us.
Many of those, who are now destitute of
grain, are among those who were lavish
with the food that the Almighty caused
the earth to produce.

I will here remark that I hope the
Bishops in the different wards of the city
will see that the poor do not go hungry,
that they will keep themselves posted up
as to the situation of the poor in their
wards, and send round the Teachers and
assistants to ascertain the condition of
the people. I know that there is not grain
enough to feed the people; some will have
to suffer for the want of that article of
food.

Take the city of Fillmore; they have
old grain enough for that place; they
have not raised grain the present season,
yet there is one man in that city who has
eleven hundred bushels of wheat. The
price there is two dollars a bushel, and
they are selling flour to each other at six
dollars a hundred.

In Sanpete they have wheat, corn,
and potatoes, sufficient to last them
until harvest. The main suffering
in the Territory of Utah, this season,



