THE FIRST PRINCIPLES OF THE GOSPEL.

to his God, and to our God, as he was to
appear to his disciples.

I say, Jesus could not be held in Pales-
tine; the mountains, nor the rolling seas
had not power to stay his progress, for
he had told his disciples, while he was
yet living, that he had other sheep which
were not of that fold, and, said he, "They
shall hear my voice."

In fulfillment of this, and according to
the nature of his grand commission, the
Savior of the whole world, not half of it,
in his glorified body, showed himself to
the Nephites in America, and bestowed
upon them the Priesthood, with all its
gifts and qualifications—that same glo-
rious Gospel that he had just before
given to his Prophets and Apostles at
Jerusalem—and he told those whom he
selected to hold the Priesthood upon this
continent, to go forth and preach the
same glad tidings of salvation to all their
world, fulfilling in part the words of Pe-
ter, "For the promise is to all that are
afar off."

And Jesus called to those Nephites,
when he descended, and they fell at his
feet, as many as could get near him, and
they bathed his feet in their tears, and
they examined his wounds, and heard
the gracious words of his mouth, and
they saw him ascend, and descend again,
and they felt so large in their charity
and affections, and the light of truth
was so large and extended in its bene-
fits, and benevolence; and the testimony
so strong, that they feasted upon the
blessings that were bestowed, and he
then commanded them to write his say-
ings, and an account of the miracles he
wrought among them.

They did this as he commanded,
and they liked the writings so well
that they handed them down to each
succeeding prophet, until Mormon,
who was born three or four ages af-
terwards; and he could not hand
those sacred records down any further

185

because of apostasy, and the blasphemy
and wickedness of the people, and be-
cause of the wars and troubles that
spread among the people; so he made
a secret deposit of those writings, and
put them in the earth, and he also wrote
a book and called it the "Book of Mor-
mon," which was an abridgment of the
other records, and this was hid up to
the Lord, and through the interference
of the Almighty, a young man, Joseph
Smith, by the gift and power of God—
I say, through that young man, and the
ministration of holy angels to him, that
book came forth to the world, and it has
since that time been preached and read
in our language, and many others, and
we rejoice in it, and have borne testi-
mony of it in the world.

It is through that blessed Book of
Mormon, with that blessed Gospel in it,
that we have the testimony which we
have in reference to the death and res-
urrection of the Savior of men.

It is true, as recorded in the Book
of Mormon, and as preached upon this
continent, and it is true as written
in the New Testament, and as it was
preached to the Jews in Jerusalem, and
as preached to the Ten Tribes, though
we have not got their record yet, but
we will have it, and we shall find that
the blessed Jesus revealed to them the
Gospel, and that they rejoiced in it.

And their record will come so that we
will know of a surety, and of a truth, that
they had the everlasting Gospel as well
as their brethren in Jerusalem, and upon
this continent.

When these things come to pass we
will have three ancient records, deliv-
ered in three different countries. We
have in the Old and New Testaments,
and the Book of Mormon, and other good
books, all we at present require.

We shall eventually have the his-
tory of the Ten Tribes in the north,
of the Nephites in America, and of



