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outside "Mormonism;" I have given up
the idea long ago of ever apostatizing to
get out of the way of it.

I would advise you who have such
thoughts to abandon the idea, for it is a
long journey; you will never get to the
end of it. After you have fought many
hard battles against the rights of truth
and its convictions, I shall meet you in
your wanderings, and still find you in-
side of "Mormonism;" and you will live
inside of it; I do not care where you go
you cannot get rid of it.

I would advise you to give up all ideas
of apostatizing. Suppose you wake up
from your slumbers, and try my plan
of getting a thorough knowledge of the
truth. Suppose you try it for twenty
years; be faithful to God, deal honestly
with yourselves and your neighbor that
long; love God that long, and cultivate
a love of the truth that long, and it will
effect quite a change in you. And prob-
ably you may be as much attached to
the truth, by that time, as you are to
your tea, coffee, and tobacco; not because
they loved them when they were born,
or had a natural taste for them, but be-
cause they have loved them ten, twenty,
or thirty years.

They do not wake up and forget them,
nor go into the field, and return home
and forget them, because the recollection
of them is fixed by long using them; they
have become a principle of their life and
being, as it were. Do you not wish the
plan of salvation had become so fixed in
you? Would you not be a great deal hap-
pier than you are now?

I suppose this is the case with some.
I hope so at least. You want a love of the
truth, which is the only thing that will
ensure you success as Latter-day Saints,
for if you have not the love of it in you,
you cannot appreciate it; and if you do
not appreciate it, you would give it away
for a little sweet cake, or some trifling

thing, because the love of it was never
fixed in your affections.

When you appreciate the truth so—
as it is worth everything you can give
or exchange for it—then you are secure;
and as long as you continue to love it,
you will not apostatize. But if you be-
gin to be discontented, look out or you
will apostatize. You say, "I like "Mor-
monism" as well as ever I did, but I do
not like this country." You tell the truth,
I believe, but you never believed it firm
enough, if you had you would have loved
this country where duty has called you;
or any other country where the interest
of the cause of truth calls you. Why? Be-
cause your interest is there; that which
you love is there, and the reward you
seek is there. You ought to have "Mor-
monism" get fast hold on your affections,
so as to occupy the entire affections of
the soul, until the love of the truth is dis-
seminated throughout your whole being.

I want you to watch these things, and
not apostatize. It is a bad business, and
don't do you any good. Stand firmly in
the covenants you have made, and learn
the truth day by day, and gain knowledge
continually. If I thought there was any-
thing more or better than "Mormonism,"
anything that would do you more good, I
would talk about it.

I have not addressed you precisely as
I would another people, under other cir-
cumstances. A great many of you have
been a long time in "Mormonism," and
have had considerable experience in it,
and again some have had but a few years
experience, in which to learn and be in-
structed.

Well, as Latter-day Saints, you
should learn that you are not inde-
pendent, but dependent all the time,
that you have the truth to learn.
You have merely adopted it, and said
in your hearts that the testimony of
the servants of God is true. You


