REBUKING INIQUITY, ETC.

lump they make a small vessel, and
make it all the way of a thickness, as
near as possible.

In the dream, I discovered that there
were many just such thin characters all
around us, and they fell in because we
touched some of them. I have touched
many people here, both men and women,
who profess to be Latter-day Saints, and
I hurt them just as bad as I hurt some
strangers. But I never hurt the feelings
of a true Saint, nor of a stranger who
is a gentleman, no, not one of them. I
hurt scoundrels who will take a course,
and have taken a course, to pollute them-
selves, and to put the leaven of corrup-
tion and wickedness in the midst of this
people. I am directly opposed to such
characters, and to their principles. Do
you understand why? Because I have
been driven and afflicted, until there is
hardly a vestige of anything left which I
had when I came into "Mormonisim."

I am plain and definite in my lan-
guage, and I use plain figures, and now
and then one that is sometimes consid-
ered vulgar, by those who are themselves
vulgar. To those who are pure, all things
are pure, but to those who are impure, all
things are impure. Again, when you are
pure, righteous—without sin, you think,
many times, that everybody else is with-
out sin. When I see, hear, and know of
practices in our midst, that are impure,
I will go against them. Gentlemen, you
may expect this, I would rather die, than
undergo what I have already undergone
in the travel from Nauvoo to this place,
under the same circumstances.

When we left that city, between
one and two hundred souls were at-
tached to me, and looked to me for
bread, and I had to travel to this
land when it seemed as though I could
not live under the load. And Pres-
ident Young was in the same situa-
tion with another company attached to
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him, and thus we traveled through sor-
row, misery, and death.

Now, if any persons wish to begin an-
other scrape, and desire to again break
us up, and to corrupt this people, and to
bring death, hell, and the devil into our
midst, come on, for God Almighty knows
that I will strive to slay the man who
undertakes it. [The congregation said,
"AMEN."]

I am opposed to corruption; I wish ev-
ery man to keep himself pure, whether
he is Jew, or Gentile, or Latter-day Saint;
keep yourselves pure. I do not allow my
women to fondle with other men, or to
sit in their laps, and they must not suffer
other men to kiss or hug them, if they do,
I will cast them off. Let my wives alone,
and let my daughters alone, except you
have my permission to pay them atten-
tion, and do as you wish to be done by.

I talk plainly, I am not afraid, for I
am my heavenly Father's friend, and I
am a friend to all His sons and daugh-
ters, whether they make a profession of
religion or not, but they must not under-
take to pollute this people. I delight to
have strangers come to my house, and
they shall have the privilege of visiting
and associating with me, and I will asso-
ciate with them, on condition that they
behave like true gentlemen.

"Mormonism" is meat and drink to
us, it is sweeter than the honeycomb; it
is life to us, and to the world it is poison.
"Mormonism" is true, it is righteous, and
we are a pure people, with but very few
exceptions.

I know that there are some who cul-
tivate unwholesome principles and prac-
tices. The old saying is, "Birds of a
feather will flock together," so they will,
perhaps, leave us. I am plain, and I will
tell you what I think of you. If a man
rebels, I will tell him of it, and if he re-
sents a timely warning, he is unwise.

Notwithstanding I am a plain



