THE NECESSITY OF THE SAINTS, ETC.

rappings are of the same class. Are they
calculated to deceive the people? They
are.

There are many Elders in this house
who, if I had the power to Mesmerize
that vase and make it dance on that ta-
ble, would say that it was done by the
power of God; and I expect that some
of them would begin to shout, and that
some of the sisters would shout, "Glory
be to God, hallelujah." Who could tell
whether it was done by the power of
God or the power of the devil? No per-
son, unless he had the revelations of Je-
sus Christ within him. I suppose you
are ready to ask brother Brigham if he
thinks the power of the devil could make
the vase dance. Yes, and could take it
up and carry it outdoors, just as easy as
to turn up a table and move it here and
there, or to cause a rap, rap, rap, or to
bake and pass around pancakes, or to get
hold of a person's hand, and make him
write in every style you can think of, im-
itating George Washington's, Benjamin
Franklin's, Joseph Smith's, and others'
autographs. Can you tell whether that
is by the power of God or by the power of
the devil? No, unless you have the reve-
lations of Jesus Christ.

Now do not let the power of the devil
deceive you. You may ask, "How shall
we know, brother Brigham, whether you
are telling us the truth or not?" Get the
spirit of revelation, then you will know,
and not without. Will you take my coun-
sel? (though you may do as you please
with regard to that) if you will, I can tell
you what to do, and what all the Latter-
day Saints—whom I have preached to
from the first of my preaching, from the
first of my testimony that Joseph Smith
was a Prophet of God, and that the Book
of Mormon is true—would have done if
they had followed my counsel, and that
is, to seek unto the Lord your God un-
til He opens the visions of your minds,
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and lets the rays of eternity shine within
you.

I never would have been a "Mormon"
had it not been for that; no, never. Not
that I am proof against false spirits and
delusions, but I had seen so much non-
sense on the earth, that I had not the
least particle of confidence in any "ism"
that was agoing, and I never did have un-
til I sought unto the Lord my God with
all my heart.

If you would take my counsel you
never would cease to plead with the
Lord, until He opened the eyes of your
understanding and revealed eternity to
you, that you might know for yourselves
how things are, and when you know and
keep in that spirit, you will never be de-
ceived, but the spirit of truth will always
be with you, and if you cleave to that,
it will lead you into all truth and holi-
ness. Without it, you are constantly li-
able to be deceived, to receive evil, false
reports, and false testimony, through the
evil power and arts which have been
upon the earth from the days of Adam
until now.

Mesmerism is a true principle in-
verted, just like every other evil or er-
ror. Show me one principle that has orig-
inated by the power of the devil. You
cannot do it. I call evil inverted good,
or a correct principle made an evil use
of. Has Mesmerism a resemblance to any
true principle? It has. In one feature
it resembles the principle taught in the
14th and part of the 15th verses of the
5th chapter of the general epistle of the
Apostle James, "If any are sick, &c." But
why not say to the sick, be made well;
just as well as to put your hands upon
them? Because in the latter case, they
come in connection with the same fluid
and power which are in the operator, and
if I, as the operator, have any good power,
it tends to thwart the evil influence that
is afflicting the sick, and to cause it to



