154

Now, if the people will only be full of
good works, I will insure that they will
have faith in time of need. I wish the
brethren to be diligent in their affairs
here, to be honest, faithful, prudent, and
upright, and try to receive the spirit of
the Gospel. I am ready to acknowledge
that this people have the Gospel, that
they are a good people; they are the best
we know of upon the earth. At the same
time there is a great lack with regard to
the sentiments of many of them, with re-
gard to their understanding, their views,
the proportions, the degree and quality
of the spirit they are in possession of.

All ought to seek to know the mind
and will of the Lord, and when they
know it, they will be taught that the in-
terest of this people is the interest of
the Lord, and that all we do is for His
glory. This is not all, it is likewise for our
own benefit, and when we learn the prin-
ciples of the Gospel perfectly, we shall
learn that our interest is one, that we
have no correct individual interest sep-
arate from this kingdom; if we have true
interest at all, it is in the kingdom of
God. If we truly possess and enjoy any-
thing, it is in this kingdom; if we build it
up, we shall be built up; if we neglect so
to do, we shall fail to sustain ourselves.

If we draw off in our feelings and
have a divided interest from the king-
dom of God, we shall fail in obtaining
the object of our Priesthood. Nothing will
stand on this earth, in the final issue, but
the kingdom of God, and that which is in
it; everything else will pass away—will
be destroyed. Then if we in all our works
seek to identify our feelings, our inter-
ests, our whole efforts in one to sustain
and build up the kingdom of God on the
earth, we are sure to build ourselves up.

If we can correctly see and under-
stand the proper labor of man, and
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will direct our course to build up the
kingdom of God, it prepares the people
to receive those blessings which the Lord
has in store for them. But if a people
are separate in their feelings, divided in
their efforts, have an individual interest
each one for themselves, it tends to de-
struction. Those who are well instructed
in the principles of the kingdom of God,
and who receive it as it is, will discern
that all they do is in reality to benefit
themselves; and when the people do all
they can, the Lord is bound to do the rest.

If we have good works and plenty of
them, I have not the least doubt but
what we shall reap a bountiful harvest
this year, and have a surplus of grain
after supplying all who will come here
this season. But suppose that we should
have no surplus, would not good works in
abundance produce the faith that is nec-
essary for the Lord to do the rest, when
we have done what we can? Good works
will produce good faith, and good faith
will produce good works.

If our faith is correct, we will apply
our labor in that way which will promote
our own interest, thereby promoting the
interest of the kingdom of God on the
earth; but if we have even one interest
separate and apart from that kingdom,
we do not fully promote our own individ-
ual welfare.

If the people will be patient and faith-
ful, industrious and humble, so as to
know truth from error, and not worry
themselves in the least, no person need
be afraid of all earthly powers and influ-
ences, nor of the powers and influences
of hell, not in the least.

Brother George Q. Cannon has just
stated, If he had not believed "Mor-
monism" until he went to the Sand-
wich Islands, what he saw there would
have proved it to be true. We might
ask whether there is an individual
here who has seen enough of the



