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lead people to adopt the same course that
should result in like development, then
both the preacher, and the people influ-
enced, by his preaching, would be saved,
and they would be brought together, and
associate together, and the kingdom of
God would be built up in the beauty of
holiness, and in spirit and truth; and it
never can be until then.

The knowledge of God will never
cover the earth until it is first in the
hearts of the people. The principle must
be developed there; then our building
of houses, our suffering and toil will all
find their reward. In what? In securing
to us those blessings that cannot be de-
stroyed; in laying up that treasure where
moth and rust do not corrupt, nor thieves
break through and steal.

Where is it? Some people talk as
though they would have to go to heaven,
to some distant locality to treasure
up this indescribable something called
wealth where the doors and gates are
strong so as to defy the art of the robber
and thief. The most secure thing I can
think of and the nearest to an imperish-
able reality is the knowledge of the truth
safely treasured in the memory of an in-
telligent human being. When treasured
there, who can steal it or get it away?
They may mar the body, and destroy it,
or in other words, cause it to cease to
live, but they cannot take away from that
which constitutes the man; the treasure
he holds, they cannot reach it.

If I was going to lay up an im-
perishable treasure, I would seek for
the knowledge of the truth, and get
as much as I could of it, and there
would be my treasure, and my heart,
and my soul affections. If it was in a
cold and uninhabitable region, among
snow-clad hills, where corn is hard
to make, and wheat still harder, and
wood a great way off, my affections
would be there because my wealth was

there, and the fountain from which this
springs would be there. Then I would
not hanker after another country, only in
simple obedience to the requisition laid
upon me—to serve the interests of the
cause of the truth of God.

This would fix in the soul a princi-
ple of contentment that would wear out
hardship and toil, and outlive them, and
shed the light of peace and harmony
throughout the whole field of a man's be-
ing and operations in life. He would be
contented all the time.

Would such a man ever apostatize?
No. Was a contented man ever known to
apostatize? No. I never saw an apostate
yet, but could tell me of some dissatisfied
desire that caused him to apostatize.

Then if you feel discontented you may
know one thing, that you are not as you
should be, that you have not within you
the principle that should reign there,
to influence, govern, and control you;
that should dictate your course, and give
shape to your actions.

I want you to remember this, and be-
come philosophers, and examine your-
selves, establish an inquisition at home,
within the circle you should control, over
that little empire over which each of you
should rule, and learn whether the love
of truth is reigning there, or gathering
strength each day.

And if you do not, on examination,
find your love of truth a little better to-
day, and that you would do a little more
for it today than twenty-five years ago,
you had better get up and look around
you, for you are certainly going down-
hill, and you will soon be like the man
that found "Mormonism" to be not what
it was cracked up to be; you will be go-
ing south to a warmer country, or to some
other place.

I want you to become philosophers,
as far as examining yourselves is con-
cerned, and in seeing how that little


