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we to live so as to possess this truth,
this counselor, this adviser, this minister
that will admonish us of God, and for our
good, and tell us the truth always?

Have we got to depend upon the con-
tingency of our being able, for instance,
to go to meeting every Sabbath day to
hear somebody inspired of God tell the
truth that we may see it, and hear it,
mark it, and define the exact ground
we should occupy, the path in which we
should walk, and the duties that should
fill up the measure of days through the
week.

If this was the way that we were to
be saved, by living for the truth, and get-
ting it in our possession, and this was to
be the only principle upon which we were
to possess ourselves of its advantages, if
anything should happen that we could
not go to church, we should be as hard
off as a mariner in a fog without a com-
pass or chart. We should, in every sense
of the word, be lost, and be entirely un-
able to find ourselves.

Was this what was contemplated in
the Gospel? Was it contemplated to
make the condition and circumstances
of those individuals that should embrace
the Gospel better? I do not think that it
was, I do not believe it was.

The Savior intimated that whoever
should do the will of his Father, should
fulfil his requirements, what should be
their condition; he intimated that this
principle should be in them like a well
of water springing up to everlasting life.
To the woman at the well of Samaria he
said, "Whosoever drinketh of the water
that I shall give him shall never thirst."

One of the ancient Apostles in
admonishing his brethren who had
been taught, probably as much as
the Latter-day Saints have, and prob-
ably might have embraced the Gospel
with similar views; says he, "We have
also a more sure word of prophecy;

whereunto ye do well that ye take heed,
as unto a light that shineth in a dark
place, until the day dawn, and the day
star arise in your hearts."

When a man is in darkness it is nec-
essary he should have a candle, or some
borrowed means of light to dissipate the
darkness around him. How long? Until
the day dawns, and the day star arises.
Where? In this man's heart—in your
neighbor's heart? No. But give heed unto
the sure word of prophecy until the day
dawns, and the day star arises in your
heart.

When the day dawns, we dispense
with the light of the candle; when the
day star arises in the heart, to use the
language of the Apostle, it reflects its
light there. Does it wear away? No, it is
there continually. The Apostle chose that
as a figure, that was as near something
immutable and without change, proba-
bly, as anything that could occur to his
mind, in selecting the dawn of day and
the rising of the day star.

The Apostle Peter spoke these words,
a man inspired of God, who spoke thus
to instruct the uninstructed, that they
might be brought to the comprehension
of some truths, be led to drink at some
fountain of life; this was the object for
which they were to attend to this instruc-
tion. Then you can discover, very read-
ily, that it is the development in the soul
of every individual, of this principle of
light, or life, I care not which you call
it; it is this comprehension of truth the
Apostle refers to.

That the great object of the Gospel,
and the object of its being preached
was the development of its light in
the soul of those individuals that are
to become heirs of salvation, the sons
and daughters of God, who are to
be clothed upon with the principles
of truth with which God is clothed,
that in the comprehension of truth,
they may receive capacity to will and
do and accomplish those things which


