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burn them up as a thing of no account,
because John the Baptist, Jesus Christ,
the Twelve Apostles, and the Seventies
all agreed in their former testimonies
that the kingdom of God was then nigh
at hand, it must therefore have been im-
mediately set up, or they were all false
witnesses; and if it was immediately
setup, as an event following their predic-
tions, namely, on the day of Pentecost,
when the power of God was shed forth,
and the Apostles that held the keys of it
organized it upon the earth; if that event
did really follow what John the Baptist,
Jesus, and his Apostles had predicted,
then of course it was set up in those
days."

We say there will be another time
when it will be at hand; how do we
prove it. By the words of Jesus him-
self in our text, for he did not only
state that the kingdom was then at hand
when he first began to preach, but he
also said it would be at hand when we
should see these modern signs here re-
ferred to. What did he say should come?
False Christs, and the Apostles were to
be betrayed, and hated of all nations,
and some would be put to death; He
told them they should be brought before
kings and rulers; that the Roman army
should compass Jerusalem, and there
should not be left one stone upon another
of their temple, and the Jews should
go captive among all nations; that they
should remain there for a certain time
during which the Gentile power should
rule; that after all this there should be
signs in the sun, moon, and stars, and
upon the earth distress of nations, and
perplexity, men's hearts failing them for
fear; when these thing come to pass, then
know that the kingdom of God is at hand.

What does this make out? That
there were two distinct times, or ages,
varying in circumstances, in which
the kingdom of God would be in-
troduced to the inhabitants of the
earth; the one should immediately follow

John the Baptist, and Jesus, and Peter,
who held the keys of it, and the other
should be looked for and ushered in, in
connection with these modern signs; in
short Jesus and Peter held the keys of
the one, and his brother Joseph Smith,
and his Apostles hold the keys of the
other.

Now I think you can understand both
predictions; one by John the Baptist,
and all the holy Prophets, and by Je-
sus and his Apostles, and the other was
predicted by Jesus Christ and all the
Holy Prophets since the world began,
and both of them fulfilled right here be-
fore your eyes this day. The one in the
events recorded in the New Testament,
the other in the history of Joseph Smith,
and what follows.

I have already been lengthy; having
got at the main review, I will close by re-
viewing one more sentence. "Watch ye
therefore, and pray always, that ye may
be accounted worthy to escape all these
things that shall come to pass, and to
stand before the Son of man."

Now I know the habit of praying al-
ways in Christendom, that is certain por-
tions of them, they pray in their fami-
lies and in secret, and have prayer meet-
ings; they pray for this, that, and the
other, and say the Lord's prayer and a
great many prayers, but the question is
do they pray always? He did not tell
them to pray the Lord's prayer always,
particularly, neither did he tell not to;
but this one prayer he did tell them to
pray always, and causes it to be written;
do WE fulfil it, and do they; it is not to
pray always nor to watch always, but it
is to pray this particular prayer always—
that we may be accounted worthy to es-
cape all these things that shall come to
pass and stand before the Son of Man.

Whatever else they might pray in
all the varying circumstances of their
lives, all right, but this one thing they
would be sure to need, to be accoun-


