
132 JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

that happened about once a year; it was
during the time that tens of thousands
and hundreds of thousands that come
into Jerusalem, from all the surrounding
country, that they were laid siege to by
the Roman army.

The city was blockaded—none could
escape. Besides this there were sev-
eral factions within the city; Jews were
at war with Jews under different lead-
ers. This made a desolating war within,
while the enemy was encamped with-
out; and besides all this, famine overtook
them, and pestilence caused by want;
and by being crowded and shut up in the
city, and by the dead bodies with no place
to bury them.

Hence with sword, famine, pesti-
lence, &c., Jerusalem began to be deso-
lated. "Now when you see this, under-
stand that the desolation thereof is nigh.
Then let them which are in Judea flee
to the mountains; and let them which
are in the midst of it depart out; and let
not them that are in the countries enter
thereinto."

Some of our Sectarian friends tell us
that Jesus Christ did not preach a gath-
ering; he only preached the Gospel, and
then let the people live right where they
had a mind to. But here is a positive rev-
elation from the Son of God, to those that
would give heed to his warning voice, to
actually remove to the mountains in or-
der to escape the war, the troubles, and
pestilence that awaited the Jews and
Jerusalem.

Now if we had all the history of those
times; if we only had what the Apostles
have written, in full, instead of a little
of it, we should have the particular place
where they did go, and where they lived,
you would have an account of the organi-
zation of a gathered people taking care of
themselves, while war desolated the na-
tion. We have not got this part of ancient
history, but we will have it, for there
is nothing secret but what will be re-

vealed—hid but what will be brought to
light.

When God sees fit we will have the
record of the fulfillment of this gather-
ing; of every man, woman, and child
that heeded the warning of the blessed
Jesus. About seventy years after the
birth of Christ, which was about the
date that the Roman army compassed
Jerusalem, I warrant you they left Judea
and Jerusalem, and gathered into the
mountains to take care of themselves.
This is the very period of Christian his-
tory I would very much like to read—how
they conducted themselves when they
were gathered together, and how they
maintained themselves when their na-
tion and temple were crumbling to the
dust.

"Let them which are in the midst of
it depart out; and let not them that are
in the country enter thereinto." We are
given to understand that there was a
little time after the Roman army had
laid siege to Jerusalem, in consequence
of a certain movement of that army, that
gave a chance to the people in the city
that were wide awake, to gather. If they
would give heed to the warning voice of
Jesus, or to the words of his Apostles,
not to come down from the housetop, or
stop to get their bed, but run with all
their might, they could escape. A little
moment of relaxation, an advantageous
position of the army, made escape possi-
ble to those who would not stop to take
their clothes out of the house, their bed,
or anything else, but flee at once.

"For these be the days of vengeance."
Vengeance on what? On the people of the
Jews and on all the people of Jerusalem
that had rejected the Gospel, that had re-
jected and killed the true Messiah, and
persecuted and killed the Apostles, and
his disciples.

"These be the days of vengeance."
What for? That all things that were


