
LITERAL FULFILLMENT OF PROPHECY, ETC. 131

be brought before kings and rulers for
my name's sake." And of which, I need
not observe, was literally fulfilled in that
age, the New Testament itself bearing
record of it in part; "this shall turn to
you for a testimony." That is as much
as to say, when this happens to you
that I have foretold, it will be a wit-
ness and a testimony—it will be an-
other proof; therefore, instead of mourn-
ing about it, and feeling downhearted,
understand that I have before told you
it must be. And when you are brought
before rulers for my name's sake, do not
study up a speech beforehand to speak in
self-defense, for I will give you a mouth,
and wisdom which all your adversaries
will not be able to gainsay nor resist.

Read the New Testament—the his-
tory of Peter and the Twelve, of Stephen
and of Paul, and see if they had not
a mouth and wisdom that confounded
their enemies when they were after-
wards summoned before the different
authorities, and kings, and magistrates,
in fulfillment of this promise.

"Ye shall be betrayed both by par-
ents, and brethren, and kinsfolks, and
friends; and some of you shall they cause
to be put to death." This was fulfilled in
the circumstances of James, the brother
of the Lord, whom they killed with the
sword, according to the New Testament.
It was fulfilled in the case of Peter, in the
case of the stoning of Stephen to death; it
was fulfilled literally in many instances
in that age.

"And ye shall be hated of all men
for my name's sake." Nations were not
singing the name of Jesus then as they
are now by tradition, but the bare men-
tion of his name gave a shock to the
wicked, to kings and rulers.

Go to Illinois and Missouri, and
mention Joseph Smith to the mob
that tried to butcher and kill him
and drive the Saints; go where they

reside, and say, Joseph Smith, the
Prophet, and it would not cause a greater
shock, greater rage and hate, more bit-
ter feelings than it would in those days
to mention the name of that crucified
Nazarene; "Ye shall be hated of all men
for my name's sake," that is, because you
will be running from place to place, mak-
ing use of my name—making mention
of what nearly everybody considers the
name of an impostor and deceiver.

"That deceiver said, he would rise
again from the dead on the third day,"
said some of those pious Jews after they
had killed him, applying the same terms
they now apply to the modern martyrs.

To go about and preach his name then
was not that pleasant thing it is now
in Christendom; I assure you, it was a
cross, and nothing but the Spirit of truth,
inspired in the heart of man, would give
him boldness enough to do it. "But there
shall not a hair of your head perish. In
your patience, possess ye your souls."

Now, then, comes the thing the Apos-
tles asked about, after he had told them
the preliminary leading to it; filling up
the interstices of time, he gets at length
to the destruction of that temple—to the
throwing down of those beautiful stones.
"When ye see Jerusalem compassed with
armies, then know the desolation thereof
is nigh." Does that need any spiritualiz-
ing?

Go and read Josephus, read the his-
tory of the Roman army under Titus, the
Roman general, who came up and laid
siege against that city and surrounded it
with the Roman legions; and then read
the history of the war. It took place
at the time when almost the whole na-
tion had poured into that devoted city,
just as you have poured into Salt Lake
City, only we are a mere handful com-
pared with that great nation; they had
come into one of the great Conferences


