NECESSITY OF HOME MISSIONS, ETC.

has been necessary to shed one tear
about it. It always takes something be-
sides chastisement, or afflictions heaped
upon us by our enemies, to bring tears
from me. I can cry for joy, I can cry on be-
holding my friends after being separated
from them.

The soft, loving, still, small voice of
the Spirit will bring tears to my eyes, but
all the sufferings that could be brought
upon me by the malice of the wicked,
and all that could be said or done against
me by them, I think will not bring many
tears from my eyes.

They might torture my body until it
would cry, but all that we have hitherto
met with, in the shape of affliction, I
have received as from the hand of the
Lord, and I think the chastisement has
been light.

Let us reform, that we may be chas-
tened no more; let us try to profit by
the blessing we receive, instead of being
made to profit by the tidings we suffer,
for afflictions we shall be obliged to re-
ceive, if we do not profit by our blessings.

If we are chastened a little, do not
worry about it. We think we are chas-
tened, this season, in the failing of
our crops, but I receive this as one of
the greatest blessings that could be be-
stowed upon us.

I have felt like weeping, since I have
been in this Territory, on beholding the
ungrateful feelings of many of this peo-
ple, their ingratitude towards their God,
and at seeing them trample grain under
their feet as a thing of naught.

Now I think what we have received
this season is but a small portion of what
we will receive, if we do not take care
of the things the Lord bestows upon us,
and be thankful for them. I look upon it
as a prelude, forerunner, or testifier, that
afflictions will come upon us, unless we
humble ourselves before our God.

This, however, is but a very slight
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affliction. We have plenty here, no per-
son is going to starve, or suffer, if there is
an equal distribution of the necessaries
of life which are in the country.

There are practices among this peo-
ple which have injured my feelings. 1
see some men so greedy after the things
of the world, that they will take their
grain from the mouths of innocent, help-
less women and children who are suffer-
ing for food, and sell it to Gentile mer-
chants to speculate upon. I have learned,
since this Conference commenced, a cir-
cumstance that took place a year ago; it
may appear trifling to some, but to me it
is grievous. Some of the brethren from
San Pete and Fillmore came here last
year, when they had plenty of wheat, and
sold their flour to C. A. & E. H. Perry,
for three, four, and four and a half dol-
lars per hundred weight, and that firm
sold all they could to the poor women
and children, and made them pay a very
high price. Those brethren afterwards
learned that I bought nearly the whole of
it for four dollars a hundred, and that I
paid in cattle at a good, liberal price, and
some have felt grieved about it. Why are
they grieved? Because they had not the
means to buy it themselves to speculate
upon.

They have not raised any wheat this
year, and now they are whining after
me, "Will you let us have a little tithing
wheat?" They ask what I have to say
to them; I have this to say to every
man in this congregation and through-
out this Territory, and from this time
henceforth, know my feelings, if you will
sell grain to the Gentiles, or to your en-
emies, for the sake of their money when
it is needed to be distributed among this
people, I wish you would take your prop-
erty and leave this Territory, for you are
not worthy of belonging to the Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints,
you are unworthy a citizenship in the



