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the heart of man to conceive what He has
prepared for them.

The Lord sent forth His Gospel to the
people; He said, I will give it to my son
Adam, from whom Methuselah received
it; and Noah received it from Methuse-
lah; and Melchizedek administered to
Abraham. In the days of Noah, the peo-
ple generally rejected it. All those who
became acquainted with its principles,
and thereby were made acquainted with,
and tasted the power of salvation, and
turned away therefrom, became angels
to the devil.

Let us apply it directly to ourselves,
who have received the truth, and tasted
of the good word of God. Let me turn
around with you and reject it, and teach
our children that it is an untruth, teach
the same to our neighbors, and that it
is a burlesque to our senses; let us deny
the Lord that bought us, what would be
the result? Our children would grow up
in unbelief, and the sin would rest upon
our heads. Suppose we are faithful, and
the people will not believe our testimony,
we shall receive our reward, the same as
though they did believe it.

Suppose the inhabitants of the earth
were before me, those who have died,
what shall we say of them? Have they
gone to heaven, or to hell? There is a say-
ing of a wise man in the Bible, like this:
"Who knoweth the spirit of a man that
goeth upward, or the spirit of the beast
that goeth downward?" All have spirits,
I should suppose, by this. Again, there
is another saying, "The Lord giveth, and
the Lord taketh away; and blessed be
the name of the Lord." Man dies, and
his spirit goes to God who gave it. All
these things are within the scope of the
Gospel sermon; all these principles are
embraced in this great Gospel discourse.

What shall we say without going
to the Scriptures at all? Where do
the spirits of this people go to, when

they lay down their tabernacles? They go
into the presence of God, and are at the
pleasure of the Almighty. Do they go to
the Father and the Son, and there be glo-
rified? No; they do not. If a spirit goes to
God who gave it, it does not stay there.
We are all the time in the presence of
the Lord, but our being in the presence
of the Lord, does not make it follow that
He is in our presence; the spirits of men
are understood to go into the presence of
the Lord, when they go into the spiritual
world.

The Prophet lays down his body, he
lays down his life, and his spirit goes to
the world of spirits; the persecutor of the
Prophet dies, and he goes to Hades; they
both go to one place, and they are not
to be separated yet. Now, understand,
that this is part of the great sermon the
Lord is preaching in his providence, the
righteous and the wicked are together in
Hades. If we go back to our mother coun-
try, we there find the righteous and the
wicked.

If we go back to our mother country,
the States, we there find the righteous,
and we there find the wicked; if we go
to California, we there find the righteous
and the wicked, all dwelling together;
and when we go beyond this veil, and
leave our bodies which were taken from
mother earth, and which must return;
our spirits will pass beyond the veil; we
go where both Saints and sinners go;
they all go to one place. Does the devil
have power over the spirits of just men?
No. When he gets through with this
earth, he is at the length of his chain.
He only has permission to have power
and dominion on this earth, pertaining
to this mortal tabernacle; and when we
step through the veil, all are in the pres-
ence of God. What did one of the ancients
say? "Whither shall I go from thy spirit?
and whither shall I flee from thy pres-
ence? If I ascend up into heaven, thou art


