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kings, and manages the whole affairs of
the nations of the earth, and has from
the days of Adam, and will until the
winding up scene, and the work shall be
finished.

There is only one Gospel sermon, rec-
ollect, brethren and sisters, and the time
that is required to preach it is from the
day of the fall, or from the day when
Adam and his wife Eve came here upon
this planet, and from that time until Je-
sus Christ has subdued the last enemy,
which is death, and put all things under
his feet, and wound up all things per-
taining to this earth. Then the Gospel
will have been preached, and brought up
and presented, and the effects thereof, to
the Father.

Now what shall we do with the in-
habitants of the earth? Their true sit-
uation can be presented to your minds,
if you will calmly reflect. Every per-
son, whether they have traveled or not,
if they are acquainted with the history of
nations, can discover at once the variety
there is of religions, customs, laws, and
governments; and if you will apply your
hearts, you can understand the cause of
this variety of effects.

Again, there are the nations that
have lived before us; what shall we do
with them? And what is their situation
in the other world? What have we now
to say of them? I can tell it in short.
We are preaching to them the Gospel
of salvation—to the dead—through those
who have lived in this dispensation; and
it is a part and parcel of the great Gospel
discourse, a little here and a little there,
that is necessary for the nation unto
whom given. With regard to doctrine,
rules, customs, and many sacraments,
they are meted out to the inhabitants of
the earth severally as they stand in need,
according to their situations and what is
required of them.

You may ask, "What is meted out

to us?" I answer, the ordinances, the
sacraments that the Lord Jesus Christ
instituted for the salvation of the Jews,
for all the house of Israel, and then for
the Gentiles. This is the Gospel—the
plan of salvation the Lord has given to
us. This is the kingdom the Lord has
presented to us; the same he presented
to the Apostles in the days of Jesus. Now
it is for the people to become acquainted
with these laws and ordinances of sal-
vation, then apply them to their lives,
and that will save as many in the celes-
tial kingdom, in the presence of the Fa-
ther and Son, as will strictly adhere to
them. This we read in the sacred book;
we have it before us all the time, that
just as many as will believe the Gospel of
Jesus Christ, live up to its requirements
in their lives, and die in the faith, shall
receive a crown of life with the Apostles,
and all the faithful in Christ Jesus.

What next? I will tell you a practice
of the Latter-day Saint Elders generally.
For instance, I get up here, and preach
the fulness of the Gospel, perhaps to in-
dividuals who never heard it before in
their lives, and I close by saying, you that
believe this which I have told you, shall
be saved; and if you do not, you shall be
damned. I leave the subject there. But,
says one, "don't the Bible say so?" You
ought to explain yourself. "I only said
what the Savior taught—he says, Go into
all the world, and preach the gospel to
every creature. He that believeth and is
baptized shall be saved; and he that be-
lieveth not shall be damned. Don't I say
the same?" You leave it there, don't you?
"Yes; the Apostle left it there, and so do
I."

I wish to explain it a little more,
according to the plain, simple, English
language. The sum of this practice
is this; when I preach a gospel ser-
mon, and they don't believe what I


