
86 JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

quire into these things. Can I attribute
all to the wisdom of Him that has or-
ganized this earth, and peopled it with
intelligent beings, and see the people
honestly desiring to do right all the day
long, and would not lift hand or heel
against the Almighty, but would rather
have their heads taken from their bod-
ies than dishonor him? And yet, we hear
one crying on the right hand, this is the
law of God, this is the right way; another
upon the left, saying the same; another
in the front; and another in the rear; and
to every point of the compass, hundreds
and thousands of them, and all differing
one from another.

They do the best they can, I admit.
See the inhabitants of the earth, how
they differ in their prejudices, and in
their religion. What is the religion of the
day? What are all the civil laws and gov-
ernments of the day? They are merely
traditions, without a single exception.
Do the people realize this—that it is the
force of their education that makes right
and wrong, with them? It is not the
line which the Lord has drawn out; it
is not the law which the Lord has given
them; it is not the righteousness which
is according to the character of Him who
has created all things, and by His own
law governs and controls all things; but
by the prejudice of education—the pre-
possessed feeling that is begotten in the
hearts of the children of men, by sur-
rounding objects; they being creatures
of circumstances, who are governed and
controlled by them more or less. When
they, thus, are led to differ one from an-
other, it begets in them different feel-
ings; it causes them to differ in princi-
ple, object, and pursuit; in their customs,
religion, laws, and domestic affairs, in
all human life; and yet everyone, of ev-
ery nation there is under heaven, con-
siders that they are the best people; that

they are the most righteous; have the
most intelligent and best of men for their
priests and rulers, and are the nearest
to the very thing the Lord Almighty re-
quires of them. There is no nation upon
this earth that does not entertain these
sentiments.

Suppose a query arising in the minds
of the different sects of the human
family—"Do not the Latter-day Saints
think they are the best people under the
whole heavens, like ourselves?" Yes, ex-
actly; I take that to myself. The Latter-
day Saints have the same feelings as the
rest of the people; they think also, that
they have more wisdom and knowledge,
and are the nearest right of any people
upon the face of the earth.

Suppose you visit China, and min-
gle among the "celestial" beings there;
you will find a people who hold in scorn
and ridicule every other people, and es-
pecially those of Christendom. They con-
sider themselves more holy, more righ-
teous, more upright, more honest; filled
with more intelligence; they consider
themselves better educated; better in ev-
ery respect, in all their civil and reli-
gious rites than any other nation under
heaven.

Suppose you next visit Spain; there
you will find the mother, and grand-
mother, and great-grandmother of all the
Christian denominations upon the face
of the earth—though these are but a
scanty proportion of mankind, compared
with all the inhabitants upon the face of
the globe. I suppose not one twelfth, or
one sixteenth part of the inhabitants of
the earth, believe in Jesus Christ—and
probably not one thirtieth part of them.

Take the mother of modern Chris-
tianity; go into Italy—to Rome, the
seat of her government, and we find
that they also consider themselves to
be the best people in the world—
the nearest the Lord and the path of


