76

have the privilege of sitting under our
own vine and fig tree, none daring to mo-
lest or make afraid, and it is necessary
that we should have the opposite in all
things.

We are a people that believe in revela-
tion, the whisperings of the Holy Spirit,
the gifts of the Gospel of Jesus Christ;
and we are a people that believe in the
necessity of all those gifts. We say that
they ought to exist in the Church of
Christ in every age of the world. When a
people are in possession of those glorious
principles of the Gospel of Jesus Christ,
they will see that there is a passing
beauty and glory associated with them.
You will also find opposition, slander,
and reproach to be continually on the in-
crease, and if it were not so, it would
show that was not the Church of Christ.
It is necessary that there should be an
excitement in the world, and that ser-
vants of the Lord should in those times
show their faith by their works, and it
is also important that they should, as
the Apostle has exhorted us, contend for
all the gifts of the Gospel that are men-
tioned in the Holy Scriptures—the gift
of godliness and of patience and charity,
and all those good gifts that are spoken
of in the Scriptures of truth. The Apos-
tle says, if all these good gifts abound in
you, "ye shall neither be barren nor un-
fruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Je-
sus Christ." Seeing, then, that this is the
promise, how very necessary it is that
we should improve upon those gifts be-
stowed upon us, by our Heavenly Father,
and if we do not improve, we are not
on the progressive, but are going down-
ward.

We can live in the kingdom of God
and be stereotyped "Mormons," but to
accomplish this, we have to live and
increase in wisdom, knowledge, pa-
tience, perseverance, and all the gifts
and graces of the Gospel of the Lord
Jesus Christ, for it will take all the
perseverance, and all the faith and
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patience that we can command to live
the Gospel of Christ.

It is pleasing to reflect that we are
all here as a band of brethren, trying
to obey all the commandments of God.
We are from many climes and countries,
and we are here to prove each other,
and see whether we can bear with each
other's faults and weaknesses, and to try
if we can endure trials, and perplexities,
and oppositions, and the sneers of the
world—the wicked portion of mankind.
How do they look upon us, taking a gen-
eral view of the question? It is true,
there are some who are more thoroughly
acquainted with us, who look and speak
pretty favorably, but as a general thing
they do not believe that we are a virtuous
people; they believe that we have many
ordinances and principles amongst us es-
tablished to gratify a certain portion of
this community; they do not believe that
we are the Saints of the Most High God,
yet there is something which they cannot
comprehend, but still they think there is
something behind the curtain, and they
cannot understand it; still they have a
good deal of dubiety upon their minds re-
specting the Latter-day Saints, and why
is it so? It is because there are a great
many things which they cannot compre-
hend. They see us united; they are made
sensible of our prosperity; they see we
proceed with authority and with confi-
dence to do whatever we have to do, and
they cannot fathom it; they cannot un-
derstand how we hold together in such
perfect unity; our whole organization to
them is one entire mystery, and ever has
been to the sectarian world.

And what is the reason that mankind
are so slow to understand? Why Je-
sus, who had compassion on the peo-
ple in his teachings, compared the
kingdom of God to a little child, and
said, "Suffer little children to come
unto me, and forbid them not: for of



