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dress you, and suppose that they should
chastise us a little, do we not deserve it?
Still, perhaps some will complain of the
speaker for chastising them, when per-
haps the first sentences which meet their
eyes upon opening the Bible, will con-
vey the idea that every son and daughter
whom the Lord loveth, He chasteneth,
but those who are not chastened are bas-
tards and not sons.

Says one, "I am willing to be chas-
tened, but I am not willing to have that
brother who has just come from England,
or some other country, chasten me, but if
someone high in authority should do it,
I would kiss the rod and reverence the
hand that gave it;" but the man who will
only receive chastening from the Lord
Himself is not in a proper state of mind
before Him.

The Latter-day Saints have been
chastened much and often. Many in this
congregation have had their corn and
wheat stacks burned in consequence of
their religion, and have often been called
to part with their fathers and mothers,
their wives and children, in consequence
of their religion. They have been chas-
tened here and there, and perhaps some
may think we are being chastened now
by the drought and insects. I am will-
ing to take it as a chastisement, and to
learn that wisdom and knowledge which
I had not before it happened; and if ev-
ery man could realize and understand it,
they would receive it as a prize and as
a lesson that would qualify them for fu-
ture duties. Though our chastisements
are often hard to be borne, those who
bear them patiently, willingly, and sub-
missively, will find that they yield the
Gospel fruits of righteousness insomuch
that they will know how to be Saints in-
deed.

Chastisement often comes upon the
Saints of God on account of the wicked,
and that also will redound to the ben-
efit of the humble and faithful. If
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we receive chastisement for our sins, it
will teach us to forsake our sins, and be-
come righteous, for we receive chastise-
ment because there is wickedness among
us, and it is permitted to come to prevent
our turning from the path of duty, and
is always designed for our good. In all
these things we have to acknowledge the
hand of the Lord, and to be passive in His
hands, that we may receive the things of
His kingdom, that we may govern and
control natural things, and all those with
whom we have to do, that those we pre-
side over may become eternal heirs of the
celestial kingdom of our God.

It seems to be hard work for me to
speak here this morning, and I will give
way and let the brethren occupy the re-
maining time this forenoon. The ideas
that I have laid before you, if you think
of them and lay them to heart, will do
you good; and in our protracted meeting
we may be spiritually benefited, and re-
ceive joy and satisfaction. I feel to bless
you all the time, and pray that we may
be prepared to build up Zion and to in-
herit the fulness of the glory of God on
the earth; this is my prayer continually.
May the Lord bless you. Amen.

PRESIDENT H. C. KIMBALL—We
have heard what has been said by our
President, and in my feelings, though I
may not always manifest it, I am one
with him in all my acts. Brethren and
sisters, please to give me your attention,
and let your property take care of itself;
that is according to the instruction we
have had today.

Brother Brigham is the President of
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints, and it is our duty to give
strict heed to his counsels and in-
structions. This is one thing which
this people, universally, individually,
and collectively, have got to implant



