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There is one thing for which I like
Mahometanism better than the present
Christianity of the world; if prisoners are
taken by them, no matter of what coun-
try or religion, and they become lawful
captives, doomed to slavery, according
to their rules, they will take them from
their labor, order them to wash their
bodies, and put on clean clothes, give
them plenty to eat to refresh them, un-
til they have rested and have full power
and vigor of both body and mind to in-
vestigate and study the Mahometan re-
ligion. If the captives embrace the true
religion, as they call it, they are set free
from slavery, and permitted to marry
among them. But if the captives still re-
ject the religion of the Mahometans, they
are made to return to their slavery.

I want to know where the Christian
nation is that does this—that will take
their lawful captive that may have some
other religion, and set him free from
servitude, and give him time to wash and
clothe himself, and think, and investi-
gate, when both body and mind are en-
joying their full power, and if they em-
brace their religion, then permit them to
become citizens.

I will not detain you; I have been
more lengthy now than I intended. We
would do well to look into the bearings
of the history of nations, and the deal-
ings of God with them, as impartially
as we can, at all times, and cull out all
the good there has been, is, or may be,
and acknowledge the hand of God in all
things, in His dealings with the nations
as well as in other things. I acknowl-
edge His hand even in this Gentile reign,
whose corruption I have been hinting at.
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It has had its day, which has been a long
and dark one; the nations have groaned
under its sway; all nations have felt its
withering power; all nations have been
deceived by its darkening and mysteri-
ous influences; they have groaned in ig-
norance and corruption under the hand
of oppression, and tyranny, and wrong,
until the head and heart are sick, and
they are ready to wake up and seek
something better.

I acknowledge the hand of God in
it; it was to have its day, that the na-
tions might know fully, and experience
the difference between light and dark-
ness, mystery and truth, peace and war,
liberty and oppression; between truth
and falsehood, between the rule of Sa-
tan, of priestcraft and kingcraft, and the
reign of the kingdom of righteousness;
that they might have enough of their
own way, and be filled with it until they
would be glad to seek the Lord.

That same God has promised His
Apostles and Prophets a day when there
should be an end of superstition, and
ignorance, and falsehood, of priestcraft
and kingcraft, an end of Gentile polity;
that their fulness would come in, and the
prophecies of the holy Prophets would
be fulfilled, and the reign of iniquity
would complete its time; and then what?
A chaos? No, but an organization, a
kingdom, a government, a power which
should stand forever, and no more pass
away; and what was that? Why, the God
of heaven should set it up; suffice it to
say, the kingdom of God.

May the Lord bless you all. Amen.



