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empire. And a decisive battle was fought
at Kaudsiah; this opened the whole of
the Persian monarchy to Saracenic do-
minion. Saud-e-Wekkauss was afflicted
with a disease called the Sciatica, which
rendered his joints so stiff that he could
not ride on horseback; he sounded the
Tekbair (alla hu akbar—God he is great)
from a terrace of the palace in Kaudsiah,
which was the signal of battle.

The Persian king drew up his hosts
amounting to one hundred and twenty
thousand men, while the Mahometan
army amounted only to thirty thousand
men. The battle commenced in the morn-
ing at eight o'clock and lasted until dark,
when every Saracen lay down on the
ground where he finished his day's work.

The women of the Saracens carried
them food, and dressed their wounds,
and carried away the wounded and dead,
but the soldiers, men, and officers, never
left their position until the call was given
in the morning, "God is great." On ac-
count of the position which each army oc-
cupied, the one army could not present a
greater front than the other; they fought
the second day, the third, and the fourth,
until tens of thousands were killed. On
the second day the Saracens received a
reinforcement of two thousand men that
had marched five hundred miles under
forced marches; the Persians also re-
ceived a reinforcement of 30,000 men,
and on the fourth day at noon the conflict
was decided, after about one hundred
thousand men had been slaughtered on
the field.

I relate this to show you what
religious zeal will accomplish. Ma-
homet, in his day, cautioned his people
not to drink wine, or in other words,
he had given them a "word of wis-
dom," showing that it was not proper
to drink wine. There was a war-
rior whose name was Abu Mohudjen,
of some considerable reputation at the

time, who had broken this law of Ma-
homet; he had taken some of the good
wine of Persia, in consequence of which
he had been put in chains, by order
of Saud, and confined in the palace of
Kaudsiah, while the battle was going on
so severely. The general had not left a
single staff officer to communicate the
word of command, from the point the
Mahometan general occupied, to his of-
ficers in the field, so he had to send
them by his wives, or his servants. The
only man left about the house was the
general, and this officer in irons, who
begged of the women to beseech the gen-
eral to dismiss him, and let him go and
fight, but they dare not do it for fear of
the wrath of their husband. He impor-
tuned so earnestly when they brought to
him his provisions, declaring that if he
did not die in the field, he would return
again and put on the irons, that they con-
cluded to let him go, so they gave him the
general's piebald mare and a suit of his
armor, and away he went to the battle-
field.

Saud was not long in observing the
actions of the disguised warrior, whose
extraordinary prowess excited his admi-
ration. He inquired of his attendants
who he was, but they were unable to
give him any information. He concluded
that if it were possible to suppose that
God sent assistance on such occasions,
it must be the immortal Kezzer, which
word signifies Enoch, Elias, St. John the
Evangelist, or St. George.

The Arabs, through suffering
severely from the annoyance of the Per-
sians' elephants, and from the firm and
resolute resistance of the troops of Rus-
tum where he commanded in person,
were repulsed and thrown into disor-
der, and were only recovered by the ex-
traordinary and unlooked for exertions
of Abu Mohudjen, disguised in the ar-
mor of Saud.


