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Twelve Apostles, and ordained them,
and said, "I have laid the foundation,
and you may build upon it, you may rear
the house;" and these very persons are
the ones who will lead you through into
the celestial world, and they will be at
your head all the time. It will be a
very good thing if you take care of these
men and nourish and cherish them, that
when you get into difficulty, into snarly
hard knots that you do not know how to
untie, they may be on hand to render you
assistance. Supposing you were the lead-
ers of this people, and they get into a tan-
gle and snarl, like a skein of thread, I
tell you there would be snapping, which
would only tend to render the difficulty
still worse. Reflect upon these things for
a moment, and listen to them upon nat-
ural principles, for I am only speaking of
things as they naturally exist. We are
not sufficiently patient; I am not so pa-
tient as I wish to be. I wish I was so
patient that when a person abused me I
could pass away from him, and never no-
tice him; but sometimes I turn round and
fight a little; when they shoot, I shoot
too.

I again say to you, listen to the
counsel that is given to you, from time
to time, and be faithful to those men
who preside over you—to the Presi-
dent of this Stake and his Council, to
brother Hunter as the Presiding Bishop
(to whom all the Bishops are amenable
for their conduct), and to all other offi-
cers in their places.

Let us all observe obedience to our
public officers, be subject to them and
listen to them; and all do the best they
can; and when we are absent, I know
just how you will do, you will do ex-
actly as I used to when my father went
away. He would say; "My son Heber, I
want you to go to hoeing corn, and to
stick to it until I come back." I would
put my best foot foremost, and if any of
my playfellows came round me, I would

say, "Come, boys, let us make a good job
of this corn, that when my father comes
home he may rejoice in the good conduct
of his son Heber." It will be the same with
the boys at the public works, they will
say, "Boys, let us do the best we can while
they are gone."

Now, brethren, do not be eye ser-
vants, do not be merely Christians and
Saints while you are here, but be Saints
when you are at home, in your secret
closets, and in your family, &c. When
you labor, be Saints and work while it
is called today; you cannot do any too
much.

Be faithful in your families, and in
your prayer circles; be faithful to your
wives and to your children; and I say to
the wives, be faithful to your husbands
and children; and in so doing I know God
will bless us to an extent that we have
never yet experienced. Let us do right
when we are behind the house, in front
of it, or in the inside; when we are down
in the cellar, upstairs, in the meadow,
or in the field; and whatever we do, let
us do it in the name of the Lord our
God. When we sow our wheat, our beans,
peas, and potatoes, let us bow down and
ask God to bless the seed and the earth,
and warm it, that it may bring forth in
abundance, that we may reap the best
crops we even reaped in our lives. Of-
ten, when a little child calls upon God to
change the mind of its father or mother,
the prayer will be heard. I recollect the
circumstance of a little boy's being left
in the house while his mother went on
a visit; the boy used to get hold of a valu-
able piece of crockery so she warned him
not to touch it in her absence, telling him
if he did would certainly break it, and
she should whip him. He took it, and
sure enough it slipped out of his hands
and broke. The little fellow prayed to
his Father in heaven, in the name of
Jesus, that his mother might not feel


