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or twenty years, but by and by, when
they cannot endure what the Lord will
bring upon them, they will falter and
fall, and go by the board.

Now this is discouraging to every
man who has been punctual to his word,
and done just as he said he would. You
will find men in England, who have
saved, out of their hard earnings, at ten
shillings per week, five pounds, or ten
pounds, handing it out as freely to their
brethren as water to drink, saying, "Go
to America now, and you will help me
out." But these men forget their words,
and when they have means they tie up
their purse strings, before they will be-
stow their charity upon those who have
assisted them.

Do I receive promises? Yes, men will
promise me, saying, "If you will let me
go out this year by the means of the P.
E. Fund, I will refund the means again,
that you may have it to send back for
more." And what will they do when they
get here? Steal our wagons and go off
with them to California, and try to steal
the bake kettles, frying pans, tents, and
wagon covers; and will borrow the oxen
and run away with them, if you do not
watch them closely. Do they all do this?
No, but many of them will try to do
it. We checked a number this year who
were trying to run away with the wag-
ons, instead of paying their just debts to
the Fund. They will hang on and plead
poverty and sickness, and say that they
cannot live unless they have this tent, or
that wagon, and when they get it into
their possession they will never return
it, unless they are compelled to.

This conduct is discouraging to us.
I will tell you a little further; it is
actually the faltering, and misgiving,
and misdealing of unjust persons that
prevent the gathering of the Lord's
poor, and that is God's truth. Were
it not for that, the Saints would be
gathered by scores of thousands. It

is the wicked, the half-hearted, and what
I call hickory Mormons that prevent a
more extensive gathering of the Saints.

We have done pretty well this season,
and quite a number are coming out, and
I will tell you how this is operating upon
me and the people. It is well known that
we annually handle a large amount of
means, and that we turn it over and shift
it about until it will answer the end for
which it was designed.

Now I can ask the world this one
question, were we ever in your debt and
refused to pay you? And they will all an-
swer, "No." We can turn to the Saints in
England, France, America, or anywhere
upon the face of the whole earth; and ask
them, "Have you lent us money, or means
of any kind, and we were not on hand to
pay you?" And they will answer, "No."

When brother Erastus Snow arrived,
on the 1st of this month, he came in the
morning and informed me that he had
run me in debt nearly fifty thousand dol-
lars; he said, "President Young's name is
as good as the bank."

My name has been used without my
consent, or without my knowing any-
thing about it, and our agents have run
us in debt almost fifty thousand dollars
to strangers, merchants, cattle dealers,
and our brethren who are coming here.

I will tell you a little about the
brethren, to show you the amount of con-
fidence there is.

There are men who have lately ar-
rived in town who have a draft on
me, and who have hunted me up for
the cash before they could find time
to shave their beards, or wash them-
selves, saying, "I have a draft on you
at ten days', fifty days', or six months'
sight," as the case may be, with, "Please
pay so and so. Brother Young, can-
not you let me have the money imme-
diately, for I do not know how I can


