OPPOSITION TO THE GOSPEL.

High, and we have been called upon by
Him to make sacrifices for the building
up of His kingdom, and it behooves us
to be awake to our duties as sons and
daughters of God. And I tell you it is
for us to depend upon Him, the giver of
all good, and if we do not so live as to be
partakers of the blessings of the fulness
of the Gospel, and of His watchful care,
we may anticipate that more destruction
will come upon our heads, for the Lord
will purify us.

We are blessed indeed to be in a po-
sition which is of the utmost importance
to the fulfillment of the purposes of God
and the accomplishment of the Latter-
day work, which we shall be the means of
bringing about if we dedicate ourselves
to the interests of His work.

We are perfectly aware of the bloody
hatred that exists towards us through-
out the world, and we are perfectly
aware of the hot persecution that we
have to endure because of our religion;
we know the people of God always were
persecuted, and we expect they always
will be, until the power of the devil is
subdued and the kingdom and the great-
ness thereof shall be given to the Saints
of the Most High, to possess forever and
forever. Although we have met with op-
position from all quarters, yet thousands
and thousands of exertions have been
made by this people for the express pur-
pose of causing the inhabitants of the
world to abandon their corruptions, for-
sake their wicked practices, leave off and
repent of their foolish doings; and our
constant exertions have been rebutted
with constant abuse from those we were
trying to benefit.

The blood of our Prophet and Pa-
triarch, and hundreds of innocent men,
women, and children, and the destruc-
tion of millions and millions of dol-
lars' worth of property, the long list
of abuses to which we have been
subjected, and the patience, forbear-
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ance, and fortitude with which these
abuses have been borne, only prove in
the first place the intense hatred with
which the world hate us, and in the sec-
ond the sterling integrity of the people
called Latter-day Saints, and their deter-
mination to abide the laws of their coun-
try.

Then I say, let us be united, and let
our voices ascend to Him as the voice of
one man, and let every foolish notion de-
part from our midst, that we may have
power with Him, for I tell you we depend
alone upon the Almighty for protection,
and if we depend upon His arm and upon
His power, we can work in faith, believ-
ing that He will help us. I do know that if
this people were united, and would exer-
cise faith, and listen to the counsel of the
Presidency as they ought, and be united
as one man, all the powers of earth and
hell could not prevail against them; and
if no power could prevail, of course there
would be but little danger. But if feuds,
discord, selfishness, and contentions are
permitted to break up our unity, we shall
then become like others, weak in conse-
quence of our division.

I have listened with pleasure to the
remarks of our brother, and I can appre-
ciate his feelings while he preached the
everlasting Gospel on the soil of Texas,
for the liberties of which, he had in the
days of his youth periled his life on many
a bloody battlefield.

I realize the sensation of endearment
of native country that flows in the breast
of a man who has been driven from his
rights and privileges, a feeling of a pe-
culiar nature, for when a man is abused
by those around him, it is rather humil-
iating to have to quietly submit to be
deprived of his rights; but we have to
seek those rights we cannot get at the
hands of our fellow men, at the hands
of the Almighty; for wicked men will
not extend them to us, and therefore



