FUNERAL ADDRESS.

imperfections of mortality; but to say
that they will be free from all association
with beings that are sinful and inferior
to themselves, we do not believe. It is
true, they will go back to where Jesus is;
they will have communion with him, and
behold his face, but they will not always
remain in one particular place or posi-
tion; they will have their works to per-
form, as we have in this life.

If they are clothed with power and
authority in this life, they do not leave
their Priesthood when they leave this
body, hence John heard them sing, "Thou
art worthy to take the book, and open the
seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and
hast redeemed us to God by thy blood
out of every nation, kindred, tongue, and
people; And hast made us kings and
priests unto God, and we shall reign on
the earth.” We perceive that the Priest-
hood does not die with their bodies, the
kingly authority does not cease with the
mortal bodies: it is an office that contin-
ues forever, that continues in the spirit
world, as well as after the resurrection.
Those that receive their authority from
heaven, will have to magnify it, and set
a good example; and every person re-
ceiving an office in this Priesthood, and
afterwards dying, will have to perform
all the duties and exercise the functions
thereof, in order that they may be use-
ful to those spirits in an inferior state. If
they hold the Priesthood before the res-
urrection, do we suppose that they will
sit down and have nothing to do? No:
there will be other individuals that will
not hold the Priesthood, and that have
not had the Gospel, and they will be
sent to them, to enlighten their minds,
and enable them, who will, to rise in the
great scale of moral and intellectual ex-
cellence.

They will naturally have to min-
gle with all, as we do in this life;
and this will be calculated to make it
rather unpleasant; but they are wil-
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ling to do this for the salvation of those
who have died without the Gospel. Je-
sus himself set the example and pat-
tern for others. While his body lay in
the silent tomb, his noble spirit was
not idle; hence, Peter says, that Jesus,
being put to death in the flesh, was
quickened by the spirit, by which also
he went and preached to the spirits in
prison that were sometime disobedient
in the days of Noah, &c. Jesus en-
tered the prison house of those persons
who were destroyed in the mighty flood,
and preached to them. Those antedilu-
vian spirits had suffered in the prison
some two thousand years, and upwards;
they needed some information, and Je-
sus went to enlighten them.

Why were they shut up in prison? It
was because they rejected some light in
the days of Noah. It is true, that Noah
and his three sons could not preach to
all the world, but they had rejected some
light, and they had to go to prison to
atone for that sin.

It is not as some have supposed, that
such characters have to go into a lake
of fire and to welter there forever and
ever. These persons were destroyed by
the flood; they were shut up in prison
and confined there; and after a long pe-
riod, light broke in upon them, and the
prison doors were thrown open. dJesus
came for that purpose, not only to bene-
fit the living, but also the dead—to open
the prison doors, and break the chains
of darkness. Jesus went and preached
to the antediluvian spirits. What did he
preach? Did he preach, "You must re-
main here to endless ages without hope
of redemption?" If this were the procla-
mation, what was the use of going to
proclaim it? What would be the use of
telling those beings that they were to
remain in misery, and that there was
no chance of escape? No use of pro-
claiming such news in the ears of any-
one. Peter tells us why he preached to



