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know what I had done, and he went
on and gave a whole list of my sins for
six months past, he seemed to be as
well acquainted with them as though he
had counted them over every day after
his prayers, as the Catholic counts his
beads. One sin was, I had threatened to
beat a teamster if he did not stop abusing
his oxen, and a great many more such
like. After he had read all my sins over
at once, the list rather shocked me, but
I suspected, instead of counting his own
faults, and keeping a record of them, he
had been at work to keep a record of
mine; instead of living to correct his own
faults, he was trying to correct my errors.

When he got through, I said if he re-
ported me to the Presidency, they would
correct my faults, and that would do
me good. I was ready to make all due
acknowledgment, and was prepared to
receive reproof with a thankful heart,
whenever it was necessary, for all my
faults; at the same time I really did feel
as though he had dwelt more upon my
faults than his own; he subsequently ac-
knowledged that was the fact, and I con-
sequently escaped being brought before
the Presidency. I always did feel, when I
saw a man abusing his oxen, who could
not defend themselves, to lay the whip
about his back, and I have once or twice
come very near trying the operation. I
believe every man in Israel is responsible
as to how he uses his cattle; I can speak
with perfect safety on this subject, for I
am not possessed of cattle so as to have
any person criticize me; a great propor-
tion of animals that are used among men
on the California and Oregon roads are
abused in a shameful manner, and thou-
sands have been killed with the Missouri
whip; I never believed it was right, and
when I had the control of moving a camp,
I used a little extra exertion to prevent it.

Now, brethren, I want every one of
you to let these principles sink deep in

your hearts, that we may cultivate a
principle of union, and look first at our-
selves, reckon first with ourselves, and
dwell upon our own faults, instead of
dwelling upon the faults of others. We
have to know for ourselves, and every
wrong another person may do, it is no
excuse for me: and I tell you that ev-
ery man who raises his hand in the
Branches, among the wards, or wher-
ever he may be, to injure and destroy the
counsel and instructions given to them,
and operate in opposition to those in-
structions, will fall into a snare; and I
do absolutely know, that if the Saints in
the settlements, especially in the South,
had listened to the counsel of the Presi-
dency in the foundation of those settle-
ments, instead of the Church property
ranging at a value of seven or eight hun-
dred thousand dollars, it might have in-
creased to as many millions just as well,
if the brethren had listened with one
spirit to the counsels and instructions
given them from the head which God has
appointed to lead and direct us.

But no, some of us thought they had
a better plan, and there were as many
plans as men, and never found out their
mistake till the Indian war set in. We
have got along, by the mercy of God, and
by His blessings, as well as we have,
learning by the things which we suffer,
and we all ought to continually thank
Him for it, and not our own wisdom.
With these remarks I will close by bear-
ing my testimony that this is the work
of God, and these men are His servants,
and God has placed in His Church a
Prophet, Priest, and President, who is
just as good and as wise a man as we
are capable of keeping in our society;
if he was any better than he is, God
would have to take him, or we would
have to improve with the rapidity of
lightning to keep up with him. Joseph
Smith was a true Prophet, and that
which he has conferred upon this peo-


