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is to preach the Gospel in all the world,
and organize the Church, and set it in
order, to take the elements and combine
them together.

Inasmuch as we are the Elders of Is-
rael, the saviors of men, we should take
a course to set an example that is worthy
of imitation in our daily walk, conversa-
tion, and business transactions. While
we were hearing from this stand last
Sabbath concerning the course which
some men took in keeping groceries, &c.,
I thought all men are not alike—have not
all got strong minds, that it is the duty of
every person never to introduce into or
permit a thing to enter your houses that
would have a tendency to allure the mind
and lead it astray, but set a good exam-
ple and do as you would wish to be dealt
by.

A man who starts a drinking shop in
the midst of this people, is introducing
that which has a tendency to lead away
men who are habituated to strong drinks
from their youth up, and have so craving
an appetite for them that they cannot let
them alone if they are where they can be
got.

Another thing, it does not suit my
mind to believe that man to be a good
man who would present anything to his
neighbor that is calculated in its nature
to be injurious. As we are the people
of God, as "Mormonism" is true, and as
we have enlisted under the banner of
Christ the King, the Savior of the world,
and as he taught the laws of his Father,
we should do his will and keep his com-
mandments as he kept the command-
ments of his Father, and never allow our-
selves to do wrong, or act in any manner
that would lead anyone astray.

But where a man does permit him-
self to do these things, I have no
doubt that in process of time it will
work together for good to those who
love God and keep His commandments.
We can see who is righteous, who
is false, and who is true. Let us

keep the commandments of God, and
when we meet together, as we have this
afternoon, and every afternoon, to par-
take of the Sacrament, let us pray that
we may be strengthened in our bodies
and spirits, that we may be filled with
the same spirit, power, truth, and righ-
teousness that dwelt in the bosom of Je-
sus, that we may cleave to the vine and
partake of the same nourishment with it.

Let us all take a course to do right,
and, if we all do right, there is no person
here that will do wrong. I am aware that
there will have to be a sifting, but would
there be any necessity for it if the ele-
ments were pure? No. You can obtain
pure sand here upon the public works,
and with that you can make good tem-
pered mortar, for the better it is tem-
pered the better wall you can put up for
your habitation. Temper the mortar and
let the sand be clear of stone, roots, and
every imperfect thing.

If this were the case the masons
would have no use for the coarse screen
to throw the sand against, nor for a fine
sieve to separate the finer particles. It
is just so with us. The Lord will keep
sifting, and will prepare a riddle and
sieve, that is, the devil will riddle you,
and after that he will sift you. Did not
the Savior tell one of his disciples that
the devil desired to sift him as wheat is
sifted? We have come together here, the
wheat is gathered in from the four quar-
ters ready for the thrashing and sift-
ing. The world is called the field, and
the reapers are going forth to reap and
bind up the wheat, or children of the
kingdom, into churches, and then draw
them together from the four quarters of
the earth. For what purpose? In or-
der that the wheat may be thrashed, and
after it is thrashed it must go through
the fanning mill, and many of the ker-
nels are blown out with the chaff. The
heavier wheat drops down in the place


