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country and senate supported them,
for the proclamation of the disciples of
Christ was defaming the gods that the
laws of their country commanded to be
worshipped; but in this instance it was
entirely another thing, for freedom of
thought, freedom of speech, and free-
dom of conscience in religious matters
is guaranteed to all people who might
choose to come there; and in the face
and eyes of all this, not only were their
privileges taken away as citizens, but the
laws and Constitution of their very coun-
try, the country in which many of their
fathers fought and bled, were treated
with utter contempt. And religious prej-
udices, and Christian stupidity, that defy
a comparison or parallel in the history of
nations, produced this identical effect.

This, however, is not all the work
which is presented to us as an illus-
tration of the fulfillment of the prophe-
cies of the Prophet, that has been ac-
complished. It is only the commence-
ment of the mighty purposes which have
been predicted, for when the Prophet
first made his appearance he proclaimed
the distresses that were to come upon
the nations of the earth; and what has
been the result? Why at the present time
the nations are filled with madness; they
are dashing against each other with per-
fect madness, slaying their thousands
daily. It appears as if all the rulers
and great men of the earth had lost
their reason, and as if the feelings of
the human race were bent perfectly like
butchering and destroying each other.
Millions of lives during the past year
have been sacrificed, either in the battle-
field or in sickness, or accident by sea,
or the sickness which is the result of
the war, and yet greater preparations
are being made to contest the point; and
what point is it? Why, whether a certain
tract of land, which neither of the great
parties ever saw, or probably ever will
see, shall be governed by a man called

Sultan, or by a man called Czar. But the
real thing is, the spirit of peace is taken
from the earth, and the spirit of war and
bloodshed runs through the earth, and
that to an extent hitherto unknown.

We sometimes see men make their
appearance among us, and after a short
stay they will say, "Why I believe I will
go off to some place and wait till an-
cient Mormonism comes round again, for
this is not ancient Mormonism; these
are not the original doctrines that were
preached." Well, there were similar per-
sons in the days of the apostle Paul. He
in writing to the Hebrews, v. ch., 12 ver.,
says, "For when for the time ye ought to
be teachers," that is, when you have been
long enough in the Church to become
teachers, "ye have need that one teach
you again which be the first principles of
the oracles of God; and are become such
as have need of milk, and not of strong
meat." "You," says he, "have need that
one teach you again which be the first
principles of the oracles of God; and you
belong to that class who have need of
milk." Now when I hear a "Mormon" talk
of going back to "Ancient Mormonism,"
it forcibly reminds me of this passage of
Scripture which I have just cited.

To be sure, when the work first com-
menced, men would rise up and say,
"Show us the wonderful power and mir-
acles which were performed by Moses."

The text shows the kingdom of
heaven is likened unto seed cast into the
ground; it is compared to corn; it springs
up, first the blade, then the ear, and then
the full corn in the ear.

You are all aware that it has never
been in any one period of the world's
history that corn or any other grain
has come to maturity at once, and
you are also aware that a kingdom or
country or nation, of any kind or con-


