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there would nobody live who would tell
the truth for us, and that would be the
end of the matter.

We were quite willing to go, for the
best of all reasons, we could not stay.
There was no chance under the heavens
for us to stay, and be protected, in any
State in the Union; and I suppose some
of them felt as the pious old Quaker did
when he was on board a vessel which was
attacked by pirates—he was too pious to
fight, it was against his conscience, but
when one of the pirates started to climb
a rope and get upon the vessel, the old
Quaker picked up a hatchet and said,
"Friend, if thee wants that piece of rope,
thee can have it and welcome," and im-
mediately cut the rope and let him drop
into the sea, where he was drowned. So
our enemies thought they would let us
go into the heart of the Great American
Desert and starve, as they compelled us
to leave everything that would make life
desirable.

It was even counseled in high places
to disarm the "Mormons" after they
started, that is, to take from them the
few old fusees and cheap arms which
they had been able to scrape together,
after they had been disarmed the third
time by executive authority, and they
had subsequently picked up some old
fusees to kill game with; and it was
gravely discussed to disarm them, so
that they would not be able to kill game,
or defend themselves against the Indi-
ans; but through the providence of God,
and our prayers, we were enabled to
pack off the few old guns, and started
for the mountains. But instead of start-
ing to kill the Indians, as our puritan
fathers did, we began endeavoring to
teach them to work and be industrious;
and had it not been for the interfer-
ence of other spirits, we would have got
along very smoothly; and this has been
the result of the united efforts of those
who have been willing to listen to the

counsel and instruction given to this peo-
ple. Those who have been unwilling to
listen to the counsel and instructions of
President Young, have caused us more
trouble than everything else we have
had to contend with among the Indians.

For instance, in the year 1849, a com-
pany of Missourians passing through the
country to California, shot a number of
squaws, for the sake of stealing their
horses, and pursued their journey. This
produced enmity among the Indians to-
wards the white men.

A few such circumstances have
caused some of our brethren to lose
their lives; but not a thousandth part
of troubles have occurred here, that was
brought upon those colonies established
upon the coast, with the single exception
of Pennsylvania.

No man that has had to do with the
Indians, has ever been able to do the
good to them that Governor Young has
done; and some of the statesmen have ac-
knowledged it.

And the discovery has actually been
made, that the "Mormons" did not starve
to death, and that the Almighty did sus-
tain them in the midst of every difficulty
which possibly could be brought upon
their heads.

I have seen men, even in this Church,
who have become discouraged at a few
trials. I can tell you, brethren and sis-
ters, if all such men will trace their con-
duct to its source, they will find that
they have fostered an evil spirit, evil
principles, and lived in open rebellion
to the religion which they have pro-
fessed; and consequently darkness has
come over their minds, and they soon felt
as a very self-righteous man did some
years ago. He was in the Church, and
he said he had proved the revelations
of Joseph Smith to be untrue. "How
did you prove them so?" "Why," said
he, "one of Joseph Smith's revelations
says, that if a man shall commit adul-


