ARGUMENTS OF MODERN CHRISTIAN SECTS, ETC.

Now, my friends, get into heaven
without revelation if you can; for all
Scripture is given by inspiration of God,
and the man of God cannot be thoroughly
furnished with all good works without
getting a knowledge of the Scriptures. It
matters not through whom, this is the
principle upon which the true Church
is founded, and the gates of hell will
never prevail against it; but when they
reject revelation they adopt another re-
ligion, that is built upon another and
sandy foundation, and that has another
head, different from the true Gospel; the
clouds will come, and the winds blow and
beat upon their fabric, and the fabric
that has become old and venerated will
be thrown down, and great will be the
fall thereof; and it will be more tolerable
for the heathen than for such churches.

Well, this is the very state and posi-
tion of Christendom when Joseph Smith
introduced the fulness of the everlasting
Gospel into the world.

I have narrated the facts relative to
the quarrels they had with each other in
the several denominations; and yet they
united to destroy the little illiterate boy,
as he was called. If education were nec-
essary to proclaim the revelations which
Jesus Christ had revealed unto him (the
boy) then we may conclude the Lord did
not select the proper person. They perse-
cuted him (not for being wicked), burnt
his houses, stole his property, tarred
and feathered, scourged and imprisoned
him; and his friends also shared a simi-
lar fate—they were whipped and driven
from place to place; and finally when
he was placed under the pledge of pro-
tection from the executive of the State
in which he lived, he was treacherously
murdered, almost the whole Christian
world said, "It is too barbarous to kill
him in that way, but then it is a good
thing that he is dead."”

"But," say some, "how is it that all
the power, and all the miracles, and
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all the manifestations and blessings of
the Priesthood have not been manifested
in the Church, that were manifested
in the Church of God formerly by the
Prophets of old?"

I do not believe that the history of
the world records as great a miracle as
Deseret now is. The history of the sa-
cred volume does not contain a record
of as great and wonderful a miracle as
the fleeing of this people into the wilder-
ness, robbed of every earthly thing that
could make life desirable, driven before
the muskets of the Christian mob, ex-
posed to the vicissitudes of new climates,
and exploring into the mountains in a
new and desert country, and contend-
ing with every difficulty that the devil
could introduce, and with all the clamor
and calumny that could be invented to
harden the hearts of men and women
against them. In the midst of all this,
they rejoiced, and after locating them-
selves in the wilderness, a thousand
miles from settlements, in a place that
was pronounced by all scientific travel-
ers to be uninhabitable, and there pro-
ducing the bounties of life in great abun-
dance, and to see how it has risen in
splendor, in every respect, I say it is
a wonder and a marvel far beyond any
other recorded upon this earth. The fact
of it was, before we were driven from the
United States, we petitioned the Gover-
nor of every State in the Union for an
asylum where we might be permitted to
enjoy the blessings of our religion unmo-
lested; and all our petitions were treated
with cruel neglect. When our enemies
drove us into the wilderness, a great
share of the Christian world felt like say-
ing, "They will starve to death, the In-
dians will destroy them, and we shall
have done with Mormonism;" and they
concluded that, in the eyes of poster-
ity, they would give us such a bad name
as to justify their cruel actions towards
us, and as we should be sure to perish,



